SENATE BILL No. 1165

Introduced by Senator Cannella

February 18, 2016

An act to amend Sections 6796, 6796.3, 6796.5, 7835, 7835.1, 7852,
7852.1, 7884, 8802, 8803, and 8803.1 of the Business and Professions
Code, relating to professions.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 1165, as introduced, Cannella Engineers, geologists,
geophysicists, and land surveyors.

TheBoard for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and Geologists
administrates the Professional Engineers Act, the Geologist and
Geophysicist Act, and the Professional Land Surveyors Act, each of
which defines and regulates their respective professions.

The Professional Engineers Act generally permits certificates of
registration as a professional engineer and certificates of authority,
which authorize the use of specific titles, to be renewed at any time
within 3 years after expiration. The act prohibitsthe renewal, restoration,
reinstatement, or reissuance of these certificates unless the applicant
meets certain requirements.

This bill would extend the 3-year period to 5 years after expiration.
Thebill would generally prohibit the renewal, restoration, reinstatement,
or reissuance of these certificates after this time. The bill would
authorize the holder of a certificate after that time to apply and obtain
anew certificate if he or she has not committed acts or crimes that are
grounds for denial and he or she passes an examination, if required.
The bill would also make other technical and conforming changes.

Existing law prescribes requirementsfor plans, specifications, reports,
or other documents prepared by aprofessional geologist or geophysicist,
or by a subordinate, including a requirement that they be signed or
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stamped with the practitioner’s seal. Existing law authorizes geol ogists,
specialty geologists, geophysicists, and speciaty geophysiciststo obtain
aseal that meets specified requirements.

This bill would reguire the plans, specifications, reports, and other
documents prepared by geologists or geophysicists, or their subordinates,
to be both signed and stamped. The bill would instead require geologists,
specialty geologists, geophysicists, and speciaty geophysiciststo obtain
aseal. Thebill would revisereferencesrelating to registration to instead
refer to licensure.

The Professional Land Surveyors Act generally permits licensees to
be renewed at any time within 3 years after expiration. The act prohibits
the renewal, restoration, reinstatement, or reissuance of these licenses
unless the applicant meets certain requirements.

This bill would extend the period within which a renewal may be
made to 5 years after expiration. The bill would generally prohibit the
renewal, restoration, reinstatement, or reissuance of these certificates
after this time. The bill would authorize the holder of a license after
that time to apply and obtain a new license if he or she has not
committed actsor crimesthat are groundsfor denial and he or she passes
an examination, if required. This bill would also make other technical
and conforming changes.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 6796 of the Business and Professions
2 Codeisamended to read:
3 6796. Except as otherwise provided in this article, certificates
4 of registration as a professional-engtheer; engineer and certificates
5 of authority may be renewed at any time within-three five years
6 after expiration on filing of application for renewal on a form
7 prescribed by the board and payment of all accrued and unpaid
8 renewal fees. If the certificate is renewed more than 60 days after
9 its expiration, the certificate holder, as a condition precedent to
10 renewal, shall aso pay the delinquency fee prescribed by this
11 chapter. Renewal under this section shall be effective on the date
12 onwhichtheapplicationisfiled, on the date on which the renewal
13 feeispaid, or on the date on which the delinquency fee, if any, is
14 paid, whichever last occurs.
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The expiration date of a certificate renewed pursuant to this
section shall be determined pursuant to Section 6795.

SEC. 2. Section 6796.3 of the Business and Professions Code
is amended to read:

6796.3. (a) Certificates of registration as a professional
engineer, and certificates of authority to use the title “structural
engineer,” “soil engineer,” or “consulting engineer” that are not
renewed within—three five years after expiration may not be
renewed, restored, reinstated, or
apphy: reissued. After five years after expiration, the holder of a
certificate may apply for and obtain a new certificate subject to
the following:

(1) Heor shehasnot committed any acts or crimes constituting

groundsfor denia of-registration-or-of-a-certifieate |licensure under
Section 480.

(2) He or she takes and passes the-examination examination,
if any, that would be required of him or her if he or she were then
apply| ng for the cert|f| cate for the fi rst—&me—er—etheﬁwse

(b) The board may, by regulation, provide for the waiver or
refund of all or any part of the application fee in those cases in
which a certificate is issued without an examination pursuant to
this section.

SEC. 3. Section 6796.5 of the Business and Professions Code
isamended to read:

6796.5. Oncean expired or delinquent certificate of registration
or certificate of authority is—+enewed,—restored,—+reinstated,—or
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reissued renewed pursuant to Section-6796-e+6796-3; 6796, all
the following shall apply:

(@ The board shall continue to have full jurisdiction and
authority over the registrant or certificate holder as if the
registration or authority had not expired or become delinquent.

(b) The work performed by the registrant or certificate holder
during aperiod of expiration or delinquency shall be deemed lawful
and validly performed as to persons or entities other than the
registrant or authority holder.

() The—renewal—resteration,—retnstatement,—or—relssdance
renewal of aregistration or certificate of authority shall not affect
liability issues regarding work performed during a period of
expiration or delinguency, nor doesthefact of performance during
aperiod of expiration-en or delinquency affect liability issues.

SEC. 4. Section 7835 of the Business and Professions Codeis
amended to read:

7835. All geologic plans, specifications, reports, or documents
shall be prepared by a professional geologist or+egistered licensed
certified specialty geologist, or by a subordinate employee under
his or her direction. In addition, they shall be signed by the
professional geologist or-registered licensed certified speciaty
geologist-er and stamped with hisor her seal ,-either both of which
shall indicate his or her responsibility for them.

SEC. 5. Section 7835.1 of the Business and Professions Code
is amended to read:

7835.1. All geophysical plans, specifications, reports, or
documents shall be prepared by a professional geophysicist,
registered licensed certified specialty geophysicist, professional
geologist,+egistered licensed certified specialty geologist, or by a
subordinate employee under his or her direction. In addition, they
shall be signed by the professional geophysicist,registered licensed
certified specialty geophysicist, professional geologit, or+egistered
licensed certified specialty geologist,-er and stamped with his or
her sedl ,-either both of which shall indicate hisor her responsibility
for them.

SEC. 6. Section 7852 of the Business and Professions Codeis
amended to read:

7852. (a) Each geologist+egistered licensed under this chapter
may;-upen+egistration; shall, upon licensure, obtain a seal of the
design authorized by the board bearing theregistrant’s licensee’'s
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name, number of hisor her certificate, and thelegend “ professional
geologist.”

(b) Each specialty geologist certified under this chapter-may;
shall, upon certification, obtain a seal of the design authorized by
the board bearing the+registrant's licensee’s name, number of his
or her certificate, and the legend of the appropriate specialty in
geology in which he or sheis certified under this chapter.

SEC. 7. Section 7852.1 of the Business and Professions Code
isamended to read:

7852.1. (a) Each geophysicist+egistered licensed under this
chaptermray-upen+egistration; shall, upon licensure, obtain aseal
of the design authorized by the board bearing the—regtstrants
licensee’s name, number of his or her certificate, and the legend
“professional geophysicist.”

(b) Each specialty geophysicist certified under this chapter-may;
shall, upon certification, obtain a seal of the design authorized by
the board bearing the+egistrant's licensee’s name, number of his
or her certificate, and the legend of the appropriate specialty in
geophysics in which he or sheis certified under this chapter.

SEC. 8. Section 7884 of the Business and Professions Codeis
amended to read:

7884. Certificates of registration licensure as ageologist or as
a geophysicist or certified specialty certificates which are not
renewed within five years after expiration may not be renewed,
restored, reinstated, or reissued thereafter. The holder of-sueh that
certificate may apply for and obtain a new certificate, however,
if:

(8) Heor shehasnot committed any actsor crimes constituting
grounds for denial of licensure under Section 480.

(b) He or she takes and passes the examination, if any, which
would be required of him or her if he or she were then applying
for the certificate for the first time.

The board may, by regulation, provide for the waiver or refund
of al or any part of the application fee in those casesin which a
certificate is issued without an examination pursuant to—the
previsions-of this section.

SEC. 9. Section 8802 of the Business and Professions Codeis
amended to read:

8802. Except as otherwise provided in this article, licenses
issued under this chapter may be renewed at any time withinthree
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five years after expiration on filing of application for renewal on
a form prescribed by the board and payment of all accrued and
unpaid renewal fees. If the license is renewed more than 30 days
after its expiration, the licensee, as a condition precedent to
renewal, shall also pay the delinquency fee prescribed by this
chapter. Renewal under this section shall be effective on the date
on which the application isfiled, on the date on which the renewal
feeispaid, or on the date on which the delinquency fee, if any, is
paid, whichever last occurs. If so renewed, the license shall
continuein effect through the date provided in Section 8801 which
next occurs after the effective date of the renewal, when it shall
expireif it is not again renewed.

SEC. 10. Section 8803 of the Business and Professions Code
isamended to read:

8803. (a) A license-whieh that is not renewed within-three
five years after its expiration may not be reneNed restored
reissued, or-retnstal - :
reinstated. After flveyears after explratl on, the hoI der of allcense
may apply for and obtain a new license subject to the following:

(1) Heor shehasnot committed any acts or crimes constituting
groundsfor denial of licensure under Sectlon 480

{ey—Fheticensee

(2) He or she takes and passes the—examtnhation—whieh
examination, if any, that would be required if applying for the
Ilcensefor thef| ratrme—ereethemﬁeee&abhehastetheeaﬂstﬂeﬂ

(b) The board may, by-apprepriate regulation,-adtherize provide
for the waiver or refund of all or any part of the application feein
those cases in which alicense is issued without an examination
wnRder pursuant to this section.
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SEC. 11. Section 8803.1 of the Businessand Professions Code
isamended to read:

8803.1. Once an expired or delinquent license is+enewed;
restored,retnstated,-erreissued renewed pursuant to Section-8803;
8802, al of the following apply:

(@ The board shall continue to have full jurisdiction and
authority over the licensee as if the license had not expired or
become delinquent.

(b) The work performed by the licensee during a period of
expiration or delinquency shall be deemed lawful and validly
performed as to persons or entities other than the licensee.

(c) The—renewa—resteration,—reHstatement,—or—retssuance
renewal of alicense shall not affect liability issuesregarding work
performed during a period of expiration or delinquency, nor does
the fact of performance during a period of expiration or
delinquency affect liability issues.
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