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SENATE BILL No. 1457

Introduced by Senator Morrell
(Principal coauthor: Assembly Member Brown)
(Coauthors: Senators Beall, Fuller, Huff, Mendoza, and Vidak)
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Dahle, Jones, and Waldron)

February 19, 2016

An act to-add-Chapter-20{ecommencing-with-Seetion-53330)-te-Part
28-ofDivision4-of Fitle2 amend Section 46014 of the Education Code,
relating to pupil instruction.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 1457, as amended, Morrell. Pupil instruction:—high—scheel
graduation—+reguirements—credit-for+released-time excused absences:
religious or moral instruction.

Existing law allows pupils, with the written consent of their parents
or guardians, to be excused from school in order to participate in
religious exercises or to receive mora and religious instruction, as
specified. Under existing law, these absences will not be deemed
absences in computing average daily attendance if (1) the governing
board of a school district, in its discretion, first adopts a resolution
permitting pupils to be absent from school for the exercises or
instruction, (2) the governing board adopts regulations governing the
attendance of pupils at the exercises or instruction and the reporting
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thereof, (3) the pupil attends at least the minimum schoolday, and (4)
no pup|I IS excused for more than 4 days per school month.

Th|s b|II would del ete the condltlon that a pup|I be excused for no
more than 4 days per school month, and would instead require as
conditions that a pupil in kindergarten or in grade 1 to 8, inclusive,
attend the exercises or instruction for no more than 2 hours per school
week and that a pupil in grade 9 to 12, inclusive, attend the exercises
or instruction for no more than the number of hoursrequired to complete
one course at that pupil’s school.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 46014 of the Education Code is amended
to read:

46014. Pupits—(a) A pupil, with the written consent of-thei
paFeﬁts—nguaFdraﬁs his or her parent or guardian, may be
excused from school in order to participate in religious exercises
or to receive moral and religious instruction at their respective
places of worship or at other suitable place or places away from
school property designated by the religious group, church, or

O~NO O WNE
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denomination, which shall be in addition and supplementary to
the instruction in manners and morals required elsewhere in this
code.—Sueh An absence for these purposes shall not be deemed
absence in computing average daily attendance, if all of the
following conditions are complied with:

(1) The governing board of the school district of attendance, in
its discretion,-shaH-irst-adept first adopts a resolution permitting
pupHs a pupil to be absent from school for-sueh the exercises or
instruction.

(by

(2) Thegoverning board-shal-adept of the school district adopts
regulations governing the attendance of pupils at-sueh the exercises
or instruction and the reporting thereof.

()

(3) Eaeh-The pupil-ss-exeused-shal-attend attends school at
least the minimum—sehesl—day schoolday for his grade for
elementary schools, and as provided by the relevant provisions of
the rules and regulations of the-State-Board-ef-Education state
board for secondary schools.

(4) The pupil, if in kindergarten or in grade 1 to 8, inclusive,
attends the exercises or instruction for no more than two hours
per school week.

(5) Thepupil,ifingrade9to 12, inclusive, attends the exercises
or instruction for no more than the number of hours required to
complete one course at that pupil’s school.

(b) Itishereby declared to be theintent of the Legidature that
this section shall be permissive only.
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