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Assembly Bill No. 788

CHAPTER 121

An act to add Section 10850.9 to the Welfare and Institutions Code,
relating to confidential information.

[Approved by Governor July 17, 1995. Filed with
Secretary of State July 18, 1995.]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 788, W. Brown.  Confidential information: emergency
assistance.

Under existing law, each county is charged with the local
administration of various public social services that are, with the
exception of county general assistance programs, governed in part by
federal law. State and federal confidentiality provisions generally
prohibit the disclosure of information about public social services
program applicants and recipients except under specified
circumstances.

This bill would, if federal approval is obtained, permit any
authorized employee of a county social services department to
disclose the name and residential address of elderly or disabled
clients to police, fire, or paramedical personnel, or other designated
emergency services personnel in the event of a public safety
emergency that necessitates the possible evacuation of the area in
which those elderly or disabled clients reside.
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SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of the
following:

(a) Currently, police officers, firefighters, paramedics, and other
emergency services personnel lose valuable time in determining who
in a building needs assistance in the event of a fire, earthquake, gas
leak, bomb scare, or other public safety emergency necessitating
evacuation of that building or immediate area.

(b) In these situations, emergency services personnel must go
door-to-door or rely upon the information of neighbors and
bystanders.

(c) The adult protective services and the In-Home Supportive
Services (IHSS) programs, under the administration of county
welfare departments, keep current residential addresses of those
elderly and disabled individuals receiving adult protective services
or IHSS.
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(d) County welfare departments could readily provide
emergency services personnel with the residential addresses of
elderly or disabled individuals who would need assistance in the
event of a public safety emergency that may require evacuation
during the course of the emergency.

(e) It is the intent of the Legislature, therefore, to allow county
welfare departments to provide the current residential addresses of
elderly and disabled individuals to emergency services personnel
during a public safety emergency that may require evacuation of a
building or area of the county.

SEC. 2. Section 10850.9 is added to the Welfare and Institutions
Code, to read:

10850.9. (a) Notwithstanding Section 10850, an authorized
employee of a county social services department may disclose the
name and residential address of elderly or disabled clients to police,
fire, paramedical personnel, or other designated emergency services
personnel, in the event of a public safety emergency that necessitates
the possible evacuation of the area in which those elderly or disabled
clients reside. Those public safety emergencies include, but are not
limited to, fires, earthquakes, gas leaks, bomb scares, and other
natural or human-made occurrences that jeopardize the immediate
physical safety of county residents.

(b) The Director of Social Services shall seek any federal approval
necessary to implement subdivision (a).

(c) Subdivision (a) shall be implemented only if the director
executes a declaration, that shall be retained by the director, stating
that any federal approval required for implementation of subdivision
(a) has been obtained, and only for the duration of that approval.
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