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AMENDED IN SENATE JULY 13, 1995

AMENDED IN SENATE JUNE 15, 1995

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 16, 1995

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 3, 1995

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—1995–96 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1501

Introduced by Assembly Member Bordonaro
(Coauthor: Senator Mountjoy)

February 24, 1995

An act to amend Section 231 ��� of, and to add Section 24016
to, the Vehicle Code, relating to vehicles.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1501, as amended, Bordonaro. Bicycles 	����� ��
��
�
���: electric motor: definition.

���!Existing law defines ‘‘bicycle’’ 

������ ��� ��
�
���� for
purposes of provisions relating to vehicles.

This bill would, additionally, define a ������ �� bicycle as
a device that has fully operative pedals for propulsion by
human power and has an electric motor that meets specified
requirements. The bill would require �������� any person
driving these bicycles to operate ����� ��������� the
������ �� bicycle  while wearing ������� �� ������� ����� a
properly fitted and fastened bicycle helmet ���� �����
�������� ����� ���� ������ ��� ��
�
��� ��� ��������� ��� �

�����
�
����� ���
������ ������������. The bill would require these
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bicycles to comply with certain federal equipment and
manufacturing requirements and to operate in a specified
manner in regard to braking.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.

State-mandated local program: no $��.
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SECTION 1. Section 231 of the Vehicle Code is
amended to read:

231. (a) A bicycle is a device upon which any person
may ride, propelled exclusively by human power through
a belt, chain, or gears, and having one or more wheels.

(b) (1) A bicycle is also a device that has fully
operative pedals for propulsion by human power and has
an electric motor that meets all of the following
requirements:

(A) Has a power output of not more than 1,000 watts.
(B) Is incapable of propelling the bicycle at a speed of

more than 20 miles per hour on level ground.
(C) Is incapable of further increasing the speed of the

bicycle when human power is used to propel the bicycle
faster than 20 miles per hour.

(2) No person riding a bicycle described in this
subdivision shall operate the bicycle unless the person is
wearing a properly fitted and fastened bicycle helmet
that meets the standards described in Section 21212.

(c) Persons riding bicycles are subject to Sections
21200 and 21200.5. 
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�������� ��9�%#2)-,� ��
� -&� 2(%� �%()#*%� �-$%� )1
!+%,$%$� 2-� 0%!$�

406.9�!�8A ‘‘motorized bicycle’’ or ‘‘moped’’ is any
two-wheeled or three-wheeled device having fully
operative pedals for propulsion by human power, or
having no pedals if powered solely by electrical energy,
and an automatic transmission and a motor which
produces less than 2 gross brake horsepower and is
capable of propelling the device at a maximum speed of
not more than 30 miles per hour on level ground.

�"�8��   +-2-0)7%$� ")#6#*%��� )1� !*1-� !� $%4)#%� 2(!2� (!1� &3**6
-.%0!2)4%� .%$!*1� &-0� .0-.3*1)-,� "6� (3+!,� .-5%0� !,$� (!1
!,� %*%#20)#� +-2-0� 2(!2� +%%21� !**� -&� 2(%� &-**-5),'
0%/3)0%+%,21�

���8�!1� !� .-5%0� -32.32� -&� ,-2� +-0%� 2(!,� ������ 5!221�
�	�8�1� ),#!.!"*%� -&� .0-.%**),'� 2(%� $%4)#%� !2� !� 1.%%$� -&

+-0%� 2(!,� 	�� +)*%1� .%0� (-30� -,� '0-3,$� *%4%*�
�
�8�1� ),#!.!"*%� -&� &302(%0� ),#0%!1),'� 2(%� 1.%%$� -&� 2(%

$%4)#%� 5(%,� (3+!,� .-5%0� )1� 31%$� 2-� .0-.%*� 2(%
+-2-0)7%$� ")#6#*%� &!12%0� 2(!,� 	�� +)*%1� .%0� (-30�

SEC. 2. Section 24016 is added to the Vehicle Code, to
read:

24016. A �!�8�� +-2-0)7%$ bicycle described in
subdivision (b) of Section 231 ��
 shall meet the following
criteria:

(a)
���8Comply with the equipment and manufacturing

requirements for bicycles adopted by the Consumer
Product Safety Commission (16 C.F.R. 1512.1, et seq.).

(b) ���	���� %2� 1%/��� -0� 2(%� 0%/3)0%+%,21� !$-.2%$� "6� 2(%
�!2)-,!*� �)'(5!6� �0!&&)#� �!&%26� �$+),)120!2)-,� ���
������� ������� %2� 1%/��� ),� !##-0$!,#%� 5)2(� 2(%� �!2)-,!*
�0!&&)#� !,$� �-2-0� �%()#*%� �!&%26� �#2� -&� ��

� ���� ������
�%#�� �
���� %2� 1%/��� &-0� +-2-0� $0)4%,� #6#*%1�

�	�8Operate in a manner so that the electric motor is
disengaged or ceases to function when the brakes are
applied.

�"�8�**� -&� 2(%� &-**-5),'� !..*6� 2-� !� +-2-0)7%$� ")#6#*%
$%1#0)"%$� ),� 13"$)4)1)-,� �"�� -&� �%#2)-,� ��
�
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