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AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JANUARY 4, 1996

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—1995–96 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1723

Introduced by Assembly Member Martinez

February 24, 1995

An act to add Section 1596.867 to the Health and Safety
Code, relating to child day care facilities.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1723, as amended, Martinez. Day care facilities
�	��	��: earthquake safety.

Existing law, the California Child Day Care Facilities Act,
requires that day care centers and family day care homes be
licensed by the State Department of Social Services. Existing
regulations adopted under that act require that these facilities
maintain a current, written disaster and mass casualty plan of
action that is subject to review by the department and is
required to include certain disaster procedures.

This bill would require, in addition to the disaster and mass
casualty plan of action, each day care center and each family
day care home to, at the time of initial licensure or license
renewal and as a condition to initial licensure or renewal,
submit to the department, a comprehensive earthquake
emergency plan ��������
	� ��	���	��	��� ��	�
�����
���������
� �������� ����	���	�� for safeguarding the
well-being and care of children and staff in the event of a
significant earthquake.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.
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SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of
the following:

(a) Because of the scientifically acknowledged fact
that California will experience moderate to severe
earthquakes in the foreseeable future, increased efforts to
reduce earthquake hazards should be strengthened and
supported.

(b) In order to minimize loss of life, injury, and
negative social and emotional consequences to the nearly
one million infants and young children being cared for
outside of their own homes, it is necessary for child care
professionals to develop specific earthquake emergency
plans and procedures so that the children and staff will
react appropriately with clear, calm, and effective
actions.

(c) It is therefore the intent of the Legislature to
require the establishment of earthquake emergency
procedure systems for all licensed ���
� day care centers
and family day care homes in California. It shall be the
responsibility of the licensee to submit their complete
emergency earthquake response plan at the time of
licensing or license renewal to the State Department of
Social Services.

SEC. 2. Section 1596.867 is added to the Health and
Safety Code, to read:

1596.867. In addition to the disaster plan
requirements provided in Section 101174 of Title 22 of the
California Code of Regulations, each day care center and
each family day care home shall, at the time of initial
licensure or license renewal and as a condition of initial
licensure or renewal, submit to the department a
comprehensive earthquake emergency plan for
safeguarding the well-being and care of children and staff
in the event of a significant earthquake. The plan shall
include procedures to be followed before, during, and
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after an earthquake and shall include, but not be limited
to, all of the following:

(a) Procedures for minimizing nonstructural
earthquake hazards such as securing cabinets, bolting
bookcases, and safeguarding large plate glass windows.

(b) Procedures for storing and maintaining
earthquake-related emergency supplies such as first aid
supplies, water, nonperishable food, tools, and parent
supplied comfort toys.

(c) Documented evidence that the licensee has
worked with appropriate emergency agencies and with
parents to develop a coordinated plan including
procedures for contacting parents and reuniting them
with their children.

(d) Bimonthly earthquake specific drop and cover
drills that incorporate approved drop and cover
procedures. The performance of the drills shall be
documented and maintained in a visible location at the
facility for at least one year.
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 (1) FEMA
 (2) Office of Emergency Services (OES)
 (3) Red Cross
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