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Assembly Bill No. 2352

CHAPTER 1043

An act to amend Sections 12517.4, 12520, 12527, 12804.6, 12814.5,
12816, 14900, 14900.1, 14901, 15250.5, 15250.6, 15255, and 15255.1 of, to
add Sections 15250.7 and 15255.2 to, and to repeal Section 14901.1 of,
the Vehicle Code, relating to vehicles.

[Approved by Governor September 28, 1996. Filed
with Secretary of State September 29, 1996.]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2352, Speier. Vehicles: driver’s licenses: expiration: fees.
(1) Under existing law, certificates to operate various specified

motor vehicles are valid for a maximum of 4 years and expire on the
same date as the applicant’s driver’s license.

This bill would increase the period of validity of these certificates
to a maximum of 5 years.

(2) Under existing law, every original driver’s license and every
renewed driver’s license expires on the 4th birthday of the applicant
following the date of the application for the license or renewal,
except as specified.

This bill would provide for the expiration of a driver’s license on
the 5th birthday, rather than the 4th birthday, of the applicant
following the date of the application for the license or renewal.

(3) Existing law prohibits the Department of Motor Vehicles from
renewing a driver’s license by mail, under a program allowing for
renewal by mail, if the license has been previously renewed by mail
2 consecutive times for 4-year periods.

This bill would prohibit that renewal if the license has been
previously renewed by mail 2 consecutive times for 5-year periods,
rather than 4-year periods, and would make a related, conforming
change.

(4) Existing law prescribes various fees, depending upon the type
or class of driver’s license, that are required to be paid to the
department upon the issuance of an original, renewal, or duplicate
licenses.

This bill would increase those fees and would specify that the
licenses expire on the 4th or 5th birthday of the applicant, depending
upon the license, following the date of the application. The bill would
also make technical changes in these provisions.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 12517.4 of the Vehicle Code is amended to
read:

12517.4. This section governs the issuance of a certificate to drive
a schoolbus, school pupil activity bus, youth bus, general public
paratransit vehicle, or farm labor vehicle.

(a) The driver certificate shall be issued only to applicants
meeting all applicable provisions of this code and passing the
examinations prescribed by the department and the Department of
the California Highway Patrol. The examinations shall be conducted
by the Department of the California Highway Patrol, pursuant to
Sections 12517, 12519, 12522, 12523, and 12523.5.

(b) A temporary driver certificate shall be issued by the
Department of the California Highway Patrol after an applicant has
cleared a criminal history background check by the Department of
Justice and, if applicable, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and
has passed the examinations and meets all other applicable provisions
of this code.

(c) A permanent driver’s certificate shall be issued by the
department after an applicant has passed all tests and met all
applicable provisions of this code. Certificates are valid for a
maximum of five years and shall expire on the same date as the
applicant’s driver’s license.

(d) No holder of a certificate shall violate any restriction placed
on the certificate. Depending upon the type of vehicle used in the
driving test and the abilities and physical condition of the applicant,
the Department of the California Highway Patrol and the
department may place restrictions on a certificate to assure the safe
operation of a motor vehicle and safe transportation of passengers.
These restrictions may include, but are not limited to, all of the
following:

(1) Automatic transmission only.
(2) Hydraulic brakes only.
(3) Type 2 bus only.
(4) Conventional or type 2 bus only.
(5) Two-axle motor truck or passenger vehicle only.
(e) No holder of a certificate shall drive any motor vehicle

equipped with a two-speed rear axle unless the certificate is
endorsed: ‘‘May drive vehicle with two-speed rear axle.’’

SEC. 2. Section 12520 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:
12520. (a) No person employed as a tow truck driver, as defined

in Section 2430.1, shall operate a tow truck unless that person has, in
his or her immediate possession, a valid California driver’s license of
an appropriate class for the vehicle to be driven, and a tow truck
driver certificate issued by the department or a temporary tow truck
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driver certificate issued by the Department of the California
Highway Patrol, to permit the operation of the tow truck.

(b) When notified that the applicant has been cleared through the
Department of Justice or the Federal Bureau of Investigation, or
both, and if the applicant meets all other applicable provisions of this
code, the department shall issue a permanent tow truck driver
certificate. The permanent tow truck driver certificate shall be valid
for a maximum of five years and shall expire on the same date as that
of the applicant’s driver’s license.

SEC. 3. Section 12527 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:
12527. In addition to satisfying all requirements specified in this

code and regulations adopted pursuant to this code, an applicant for
an ambulance driver certificate shall satisfy all of the following
requirements:

(a) Except as otherwise provided, every ambulance driver
responding to an emergency call or transporting patients shall be at
least 18 years of age, hold a driver’s license valid in California, possess
a valid ambulance driver certificate, and be trained and competent
in ambulance operation and the use of safety and emergency care
equipment required by the California Code of Regulations governing
ambulances.

(b) Except as provided in subdivision (f), no person shall operate
an ambulance unless the person has in his or her immediate
possession a driver’s license for the appropriate class of vehicle to be
driven, and a certificate issued by the department to permit the
operation of an ambulance.

(c) An ambulance driver certificate may be issued by the
department only upon the successful completion of an examination
conducted by the department and subject to all of the following
conditions:

(1) An applicant for an original or renewal driver certificate shall
submit a report of medical examination on a form approved by the
department, the Federal Highway Administration, or the Federal
Aviation Administration. The report shall be dated within the two
years preceding the application date.

(2) An applicant for an original driver certificate shall submit an
acceptable fingerprint card.

(3) The certificate to drive an ambulance shall be valid for a
period not exceeding five years and six months and shall expire on the
same date as the driver’s license. The ambulance driver certificate
shall be valid only when both of the following conditions exist:

(A) The certificate is accompanied by a medical examination
certificate that was issued within the preceding two years and
approved by the department, Federal Highway Administration, or
Federal Aviation Administration.

(B) A copy of the medical examination report from which the
certificate was issued is on file with the department.
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(4) The ambulance driver certificate is renewable under
conditions prescribed by the department. Except as permitted under
paragraphs (2) and (3) of subdivision (d), applicants renewing an
ambulance driver certificate shall possess certificates or licenses
evidencing compliance with the emergency medical training and
educational standards for ambulance attendants established by the
Emergency Medical Service Authority.

(d) (1) Every ambulance driver shall have been trained to assist
the ambulance attendant in the care and handling of the ill and
injured.

Except as provided in paragraph (2), the driver of a
California-based ambulance shall, within one year of initial issuance
of the driver’s ambulance driver certificate, possess a certificate or
license evidencing compliance with the emergency medical training
and educational standards established for ambulance attendants by
the Emergency Medical Service Authority. In those emergencies
requiring both the regularly assigned driver and attendant to be
utilized in providing patient care, the specialized emergency
medical training requirement shall not apply to persons temporarily
detailed to drive the ambulance.

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply to an ambulance driver who is
a volunteer driver for a volunteer ambulance service under the
circumstances specified in this paragraph, if the service is provided
in the unincorporated areas of a county with a population of less than
125,000 persons, as determined by the most recent federal decennial
census. The operation of an ambulance under this paragraph shall
only apply if the name of the driver and the volunteer ambulance
service and facts substantiating the public health necessity for an
exemption are submitted to the department by the county board of
supervisors and by at least one of the following entities in the county
where the driver operates the ambulance:

(A) The county health officer.
(B) The county medical care committee.
(C) The local emergency medical services agency coordinator.
(3) The information required by paragraph (2) shall be submitted

to the department at the time of application for an ambulance driver
certificate. Upon receipt of that information, the department shall
restrict the certificate holder to driving an ambulance for the
volunteer ambulance service.

(4) The director may terminate any certificate issued pursuant to
paragraph (2) at any time the department determines that the
qualifying conditions specified therein no longer exist.

(5) The exemption granted pursuant to paragraph (2) shall expire
on the expiration date of the ambulance driver certificate.

(e) A person holding a valid certificate to permit the operation of
an ambulance, issued prior to January 1, 1991, shall not be required



Ch. 1043— 5 —

94

to reapply for a certificate to satisfy the requirements of this section
until the certificate he or she holds expires or is canceled or revoked.

(f) An ambulance certificate is not required for persons operating
ambulances in the line of duty as salaried, regular, full-time police
officers, deputy sheriffs, or members of a fire department of a public
agency. This exemption does not include volunteers and part-time
employees or members of a department whose duties are primarily
clerical or administrative.

SEC. 4. Section 12804.6 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:
12804.6. (a) No person shall operate a transit bus transporting

passengers unless that person has received from the department a
certificate to operate a transit bus or is certified to drive a schoolbus
or school pupil activity bus pursuant to Section 12517.

(b) All transit busdrivers shall comply with standards established
in Section 40083 of the Education Code. The Department of Motor
Vehicles shall establish an implementation program for transit
busdrivers to meet these requirements. Any transit busdriver who
was employed as a busdriver on or before July 1, 1990, shall comply
with Section 40085.5 of the Education Code instead of Section 44083
of that code in order to receive his or her original certificate.

(c) Implementation procedures for the issuance of transit
busdrivers’ certificates may be established by the Department of
Motor Vehicles as necessary to implement an orderly transit
busdriver training program.

(d) The department shall issue a transit busdriver certificate to
any person who provides either of the following:

(1) Proof that he or she has complied with Section 40083 of the
Education Code.

(2) Proof that he or she has complied with Section 40085.5 of the
Education Code.

(e) The department may charge a fee of ten dollars ($10) to an
applicant for an original or a duplicate or renewal certificate under
this section.

(f) The department shall issue a certificate to the applicant. The
status of the certificate shall also become part of the pull notice and
periodic reports issued pursuant to Section 1808.1. The certificate or
the pull notice or periodic reports shall become part of, the person’s
employee records for the purpose of inspection pursuant to Sections
1808.1 and 34501. It shall be unlawful for the employer to permit a
person to drive a transit bus who does not have a valid certificate.

(g) The term of a certificate shall be a period not to exceed five
years, and shall expire with the driver’s license.

SEC. 5. Section 12814.5 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:
12814.5. (a) The director may establish a program to evaluate

the traffic safety and other effects of renewing driver’s licenses by
mail. Pursuant to that program, the department may renew by mail
driver’s licenses for licensees not holding a probationary license, and
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whose records, for the two years immediately preceding the
determination of eligibility for the renewal, show no notification of
a violation of subdivision (a) of Section 40509, a total violation point
count not greater than one as determined in accordance with Section
12810, no suspension of the driving privilege pursuant to Section
13353.2, and no refusal to submit to or complete chemical testing
pursuant to Section 13353 or 13353.1.

(b) The director may terminate the renewal by mail program
authorized by this section at any time the department determines
that the program has an adverse impact on traffic safety.

(c) No renewal by mail shall be granted to any person who is 70
years of age or older.

(d) (1) The department shall charge a fee of twelve dollars ($12)
for each noncommercial license renewal and twenty-seven dollars
($27) for each commercial license or noncommercial firefighter
license renewal granted pursuant to subdivision (a) which expires on
the fourth birthday following the date of the application.

(2) The department shall charge a fee of fifteen dollars ($15) for
each noncommercial license renewal and thirty-four dollars ($34) for
each commercial license or noncommercial firefighter license
renewal granted pursuant to subdivision (a) which expires on the
fifth birthday following the date of the application.

(e) The department shall notify each licensee granted a renewal
by mail pursuant to this section of major changes to the Vehicle Code
affecting traffic laws occurring during the prior five-year period.

(f) The department shall not renew a driver’s license by mail if the
license has been previously renewed by mail two consecutive times
for five-year periods.

SEC. 6. Section 12816 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:
12816. (a) Every original driver’s license expires on the fifth

birthday of the applicant following the date of the application for the
license.

(b) Renewal of a driver’s license shall be made for a term which
expires on the fifth birthday of the applicant following the expiration
of the license renewed, if application for renewal is made within six
months prior to the expiration of the license to be renewed, or within
90 days after expiration of the license. If renewal is not applied for
within 90 days after expiration of the license, the application and fee
is considered the same as an application for an original license.

(c) The department may accept application for a renewal of a
driver’s license made more than six months prior to the date of
expiration. The renewal shall be made for a term which expires on
the fifth birthday of the applicant following the date of the
application for the renewal license.

(d) The department may accept an application for a license of a
different class made more than six months before the expiration of
the license previously issued, if the previously issued license is
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surrendered for cancellation in accordance with Section 13100. The
driver’s license issued from that application expires on the fifth
birthday of the applicant following the date of the application.

(e) Notwithstanding subdivisions (a), (b), (c), and (d), the
department may adjust the expiration date for any driver’s license
issued pursuant to this code.

SEC. 7. Section 14900 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:
14900. Upon application for an original class C or M driver’s

license, or for the renewal of a class C or M driver’s license, there shall
be paid to the department a fee of twelve dollars ($12) for a license
that will expire on the fourth birthday of the applicant following the
date of the application. The payment of the fee entitles the person
paying the fee to apply for a driver’s license and to take three
examinations within a period of 12 months from the date of the
application or during the period that an instruction permit is valid,
as provided in Section 12509.

SEC. 8. Section 14900.1 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:
14900.1. Except as provided in Sections 15250.5 and 15255, upon

application for an original driver’s license, or for the renewal of a
driver’s license or for a license to operate a different class of vehicle,
there shall be paid to the department a fee of fifteen dollars ($15) for
a license that will expire on the fifth birthday of the applicant
following the date of the application. The payment of the fee entitles
the person paying the fee to apply for a driver’s license and to take
three examinations within a period of 12 months from the date of the
application or during the period that an instruction permit is valid,
as provided in Section 12509.

SEC. 9. Section 14901 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:
14901. Upon an application for a duplicate driver’s license or for

a change of name on a driver’s license, there shall be paid the
department a fee of twelve dollars ($12).

SEC. 10. Section 14901.1 of the Vehicle Code is repealed.
SEC. 11. Section 15250.5 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:
15250.5. (a) No person shall operate firefighting equipment

unless that person has in his or her immediate possession a valid
driver’s license for the appropriate class of vehicle operated, or a
license issued pursuant to subdivision (b).

(b) The department may issue a restricted driver’s license for the
appropriate class of vehicle to a firefighter for the operation of
firefighting equipment. The restricted license shall be valid only for
operating (1) firefighting equipment within this state, or in another
state during a response under a mutual aid pact, or (2) any vehicle
for which a class C driver’s license is required.

(c) The restricted firefighter’s license may be issued only to an
applicant qualified by examination prescribed and conducted by the
department.



Ch. 1043 — 8 —

94

The pretrip inspection and driving test required to receive the
license shall be the same as required to obtain a license under Section
15250.

The written examination shall be developed by the department
with the cooperation of the State Fire Marshal. The department shall
include a sufficient number of questions from the examinations
required to obtain a license under Section 15250 to ensure that
passing the special examination under this section assures a level of
safety comparable to examinations given under Section 15250.

(d) In lieu of a report of medical examination required by Section
12804.9, an applicant for a restricted license issued pursuant to
subdivision (b) shall, upon application and every two years
thereafter, submit medical information on a form approved by the
department.

(e) Upon application for issuance of an original driver’s license
pursuant to subdivision (b) or for renewal of a driver’s license issued
pursuant to subdivision (b), there shall be paid to the department a
fee of twenty-seven dollars ($27) for a license that will expire on the
fourth birthday of an applicant following the date of the application.

(f) A ‘‘firefighter’’ is any person employed as a firefighter by a
federal or state agency or by a regularly organized fire department
of a city, county, city and county, or district, or registered as a
volunteer member of a regularly organized fire department having
official recognition of the city, county, city and county, or district in
which the department is located.

(g) ‘‘Firefighting equipment’’ means a motor vehicle used to
travel to and from the scene of any emergency situation, or to
transport equipment used in the control of any emergency situation,
and which is owned by, or under the exclusive control of, a federal
or state agency, a regularly organized fire department of a city,
county, city and county, or district, or a volunteer fire department
having official recognition of the city, county, city and county, or
district in which the department is located.

(h) For purposes of the penalties and sanctions prescribed by
Article 7 (commencing with Section 15300), the operation of
firefighting equipment under a license issued pursuant to subdivision
(b) is deemed to be the operation of a commercial motor vehicle.

SEC. 12. Section 15250.6 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:
15250.6. (a) No person shall operate firefighting equipment

unless that person has in his or her immediate possession a valid
driver’s license for the appropriate class of vehicle operated, or a
license issued pursuant to subdivision (b).

(b) The department may issue a restricted driver’s license for the
appropriate class of vehicle to a firefighter for the operation of
firefighting equipment. The restricted license shall be valid only for
operating (1) firefighting equipment within this state, or in another
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state during a response under a mutual aid pact, or (2) any vehicle
for which a class C driver’s license is required.

(c) The restricted firefighter’s license may be issued only to an
applicant qualified by examination prescribed and conducted by the
department.

The pretrip inspection and driving test required to receive the
license shall be the same as required to obtain a license under Section
15250.

The written examination shall be developed by the department
with the cooperation of the State Fire Marshal. The department shall
include a sufficient number of questions from the examinations
required to obtain a license under Section 15250 to ensure that
passing the special examination under this section assures a level of
safety comparable to examinations given under Section 15250.

(d) In lieu of a report of medical examination required by Section
12804.9, an applicant for a restricted license issued pursuant to
subdivision (b) shall, upon application and every two years
thereafter, submit medical information on a form approved by the
department.

(e) Upon application for issuance of an original driver’s license
pursuant to subdivision (b), or for a renewal of a driver’s license
issued pursuant to subdivision (b), there shall be paid to the
department a fee of thirty-four dollars ($34) for a license that will
expire on the fifth birthday of the applicant following the date of the
application.

(f) A ‘‘firefighter’’ is any person employed as a firefighter by a
federal or state agency or by a regularly organized fire department
of a city, county, city and county, or district, or registered as a
volunteer member of a regularly organized fire department having
official recognition of the city, county, city and county, or district in
which the department is located.

(g) ‘‘Firefighting equipment’’ means a motor vehicle used to
travel to and from the scene of any emergency situation, or to
transport equipment used in the control of any emergency situation,
and which is owned by, or under the exclusive control of, a federal
or state agency, a regularly organized fire department of a city,
county, city and county, or district, or a volunteer fire department
having official recognition of the city, county, city and county, or
district in which the department is located.

(h) For purposes of the penalties and sanctions prescribed by
Article 7 (commencing with Section 15300), the operation of
firefighting equipment under a license issued pursuant to subdivision
(b) is deemed to be the operation of a commercial motor vehicle.

SEC. 13. Section 15250.7 is added to the Vehicle Code, to read:
15250.7. Upon application for issuance of a duplicate driver’s

license pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 15250.5 or subdivision
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(b) of Section 15250.6, there shall be paid to the department a fee of
twenty-seven dollars ($27).

SEC. 14. Section 15255 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:
15255. (a) Except as otherwise specified in subdivisions (b) and

(c), upon an application for an original commercial driver’s license,
there shall be paid to the department a fee of fifty-seven dollars ($57)
for a license that will expire on the fourth birthday of the applicant
following the date of the application. A fee of fifty-seven dollars ($57)
shall also be paid to the department upon an application to change
a license classification or to remove a restriction if the change or
removal requires a driving-skill test and the license will expire on the
fourth birthday of the applicant following the date of the application.

(b) Upon application for issuance of an original commercial
driver’s license or for the renewal of a commercial driver’s license by
a currently licensed class A or class B driver who meets the driver
record requirements and all other requirements established by
Section 383.77 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, there
shall be paid to the department a fee of twenty-seven dollars ($27)
for a license that will expire on the fourth birthday of the applicant
following the date of the application.

(c) Upon application for an original class C commercial driver’s
license or for the renewal of a class C commercial driver’s license
which requires an endorsement as provided in Section 15278, there
shall be paid to the department a fee of twenty-seven dollars ($27)
for a license that will expire on the fourth birthday of the applicant
following the date of the application.

(d) Following failure in taking a driving-skill test, there shall be
paid to the department a fee of thirty dollars ($30) for each
subsequent administration of the driving-skill test required by the
application.

SEC. 15. Section 15255.1 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:
15255.1. (a) Except as otherwise specified in subdivisions (b)

and (c), upon an application for an original commercial driver’s
license, there shall be paid to the department a fee of sixty-four
dollars ($64) for a license that will expire on the fifth birthday of the
applicant following the date of the application. A fee of sixty-four
dollars ($64) shall also be paid to the department upon an application
to change a license classification or to remove a restriction if the
change or removal requires a driving-skill test and the license will
expire on the fifth birthday of the applicant following the date of the
application.

(b) Upon application for an original commercial driver’s license
or for the renewal of commercial driver’s license by a currently
licensed class A or class B, or class A or class B, driver who meets the
driver record requirements and all other requirements established
by Section 383.77 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, there
shall be paid to the department a fee of thirty-four dollars ($34) for
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a license that will expire on the fifth birthday of the applicant
following the date of the application.

(c) Upon application for an original class C commercial driver’s
license or for the renewal of a class C commercial driver’s license
which requires an endorsement as provided in Section 15278, there
shall be paid to the department a fee of thirty-four dollars ($34) for
a license that will expire on the fifth birthday of the applicant
following the date of the application.

(d) Following failure in taking a driving-skill test, there shall be
paid to the department a fee of thirty dollars ($30) for each
subsequent administration of the driving-skill test required by the
application.

SEC. 16. Section 15255.2 is added to the Vehicle Code, to read:
15255.2. Upon application for a duplicate commercial driver’s

license by a currently licensed class A or class B driver, or a class C
commercial driver’s license which requires an endorsement as
provided in Section 15278, from an applicant who meets the driver
record requirements and all other requirements established by
Section 383.77 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, there
shall be paid to the department a fee of twenty-seven dollars ($27).

O


