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SENATE BILL No. 227

Introduced by Senator Watson

February 6, 1995

An act to amend Section 5710 of the Welfare and Institutions
Code, relating to mental health.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 227, as introduced, Watson. Mental disordered
children: fees.

Existing law provides that charges for the care and
treatment of each patient receiving service from a county
mental health program shall not exceed the actual or
negotiated cost thereof, as determined or approved by the
Director of Mental Health. The director is required, in
carrying out this function, to adopt a uniform sliding scale
patient fee schedule to be used in all mental health agencies
for all services rendered to each patient.

Existing law permits the director to delegate to each county
all or part of the responsibility for determining the liability for
the cost of care provided under the county mental health
program, other than in a state hospital, in accordance with the
policies and procedures adopted by the director. This bill
would delete the limitation prohibiting the delegation to each
county of the responsibility for determining the cost of care
in a state hospital.

Since the bill would impose an additional duty upon each
county, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse
local agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated
by the state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for
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making that reimbursement, including the creation of a State
Mandates Claims Fund to pay the costs of mandates that do
not exceed $1,000,000 statewide and other procedures for
claims whose statewide costs exceed $1,000,000.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State
Mandates determines that the bill contains costs mandated by
the state, reimbursement for those costs shall be made
pursuant to these statutory provisions.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.
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SECTION 1. Section 5710 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code is amended to read:

5710. (a) Charges for the care and treatment of each
patient receiving service from a county mental health
program shall not exceed the actual or negotiated cost
thereof as determined or approved by the Director of
Mental Health in accordance with standard accounting
practices. The director may include the amount of
expenditures for capital outlay or the interest thereon, or
both, in his or her determination of actual cost. The
responsibility of a patient, his or her estate, or his or her
responsible relatives to pay the charges and the powers
of the director with respect thereto shall be determined
in accordance with Article 4 (commencing with Section
7275) of Chapter 3 of Division 7.

(b) The director may delegate to each county all or
part of the responsibility for determining the liability of
patients rendered services under a county mental health
program other than in a state hospital, and the liability of
their estates or responsible relatives to pay the charges,
and all or part of the responsibility for collecting the
charges. If this responsibility is delegated by the director,
the director shall establish and maintain the policies and
procedures for making the determinations and
collections, and each county to which the responsibility
is developed shall comply with the policy and procedures.
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(c) The director shall prepare and adopt a uniform
sliding scale patient fee schedule to be used in all mental
health agencies for services rendered to each patient. In
preparing the uniform patient fee schedule, the director
shall take into account the existing charges for state
hospital services and those for community mental health
program services. If the director determines that it is not
practicable to devise a single uniform patient fee
schedule applicable to both state hospital services and
services of other mental health agencies, the director may
adopt a separate fee schedule for the state hospital
services which differs from the uniform patient fee
schedule applicable to other mental health agencies.

SEC. 2. Notwithstanding Section 17610 of the
Government Code, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that this act contains costs mandated by the
state, reimbursement to local agencies and school
districts for those costs shall be made pursuant to Part 7
(commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4 of Title
2 of the Government Code. If the statewide cost of the
claim for reimbursement does not exceed one million
dollars ($1,000,000), reimbursement shall be made from
the State Mandates Claims Fund.

Notwithstanding Section 17580 of the Government
Code, unless otherwise specified, the provisions of this act
shall become operative on the same date that the act
takes effect pursuant to the California Constitution.
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