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Senate Bill No. 750

CHAPTER 880

An act to amend Section 10605 of the Health and Safety Code, and
to amend Section 18966 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, relating
to children.

[Approved by Governor October 13, 1995. Filed
with Secretary of State October 16, 1995.]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 750, Killea. Child abuse and neglect prevention: birth
certificates.

Existing law authorizes each county to designate a commission to
provide child abuse and neglect prevention and intervention
programs. Existing law requires each county that designates such a
commission to establish a county children’s trust fund to fund
programs operated by private nonprofit organizations or public
institutions of higher education, as provided. The county children’s
trust fund consists of, among other things, a portion of the fees
collected for certified copies of birth certificates. Any applicant,
other than a public agency or licensed private adoption agency, is
required to pay a fee of $7 for a certified copy of a birth certificate,
of which $4 is to be paid either to a county children’s trust fund or to
the State Children’s Trust Fund.

This bill would provide that the board of supervisors of any county
that has established a county children’s trust fund may increase the
fee for a certified copy of a birth certificate by up to $3 for deposit in
the fund.

The bill also would require the county treasurer to transmit
moneys collected from birth certificate fees for the county children’s
trust fund, with respect to the birth certificate of a child whose
mother was a resident of another county at the time of the birth, to
the treasurer of the county of the mother’s residence at the time of
the birth if specified conditions are met. Because the bill would
increase the duties of the county treasurer, the bill would impose a
state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement, including the creation of a State Mandates Claims
Fund to pay the costs of mandates that do not exceed $1,000,000
statewide and other procedures for claims whose statewide costs
exceed $1,000,000.
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This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these
statutory provisions.
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SECTION 1. Section 10605 of the Health and Safety Code is
amended to read:

10605. (a) A fee of three dollars ($3) shall be paid by the
applicant for a certified copy of a fetal death or death record.

(b) (1) A fee of three dollars ($3) shall be paid by a public agency
or licensed private adoption agency applicant for a certified copy of
a birth certificate that the agency is required to obtain in the ordinary
course of business. A fee of seven dollars ($7) shall be paid by any
other applicant for a certified copy of a birth certificate. Four dollars
($4) of any seven dollar ($7) fee is exempt from subdivision (e) and
shall be paid either to a county children’s trust fund or to the State
Children’s Trust Fund, in conformity with Article 5 (commencing
with Section 18965) of Chapter 11 of Part 6 of Division 9 of the
Welfare and Institutions Code.

(2) The board of supervisors of any county that has established a
county children’s trust fund may increase the fee for a certified copy
of a birth certificate by up to three dollars ($3) for deposit in the
county children’s trust fund in conformity with Article 5
(commencing with Section 18965) of Chapter 11 of Part 6 of Division
9 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.

(3) (A) As a pilot project, Contra Costa, Los Angeles, Orange,
Sacramento, San Diego, Santa Clara, and Tulare Counties may
increase the fee for a certified copy of a birth certificate by up to three
dollars ($3), through December 31, 1996, for the purpose of providing
dependency mediation services in the juvenile court. Public agencies
shall be exempt from paying this portion of the fee. However, if a
county increases this fee, neither the revenue generated from the fee
increase nor the increased expenditures made for these services shall
be considered in determining the court’s progress towards achieving
its cost reduction goals pursuant to Section 68113 of the Government
Code if the net effect of the revenue and expenditures is a cost
increase. In each county participating in the pilot project up to 5
percent of the revenue generated from the fee increase may be
apportioned to the county recorder for the additional accounting
costs of the program.

(B) On or before December 31, 1995, each participating county
shall submit an independent study of the project to the Legislature.
The study shall consider the effectiveness of mediation, the
cost-avoidance realized, what model of juvenile court mediation
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should be promoted statewide, and at what point mediation is most
effective.

(C) The presiding judge of the superior court of each
participating county shall designate a person who will facilitate
access to case files and any other data necessary for the independent
study.

(D) Variables to be evaluated and measured to indicate the
success of the pilot projects shall include, but not be limited to:

(i) At least 75 percent of all participants should be satisfied or very
satisfied with the dependency mediation process.

(ii) The range of creative solutions for resolution of the families’
problems within the development of the court ordered plan shall
increase by 10 percent.

(iii) At least 70 percent of matters coming before the court should
be settled in less time using dependency mediation than if
adjudicated.

(iv) Dependency mediation shall result in a 25 percent reduction
in foster care placements.

(c) A fee of three dollars ($3) shall be paid by a public agency
applicant for a certified copy of a marriage record, that has been filed
with the county recorder or county clerk, that the agency is required
to obtain in the ordinary course of business. A fee of six dollars ($6)
shall be paid by any other applicant for a certified copy of a marriage
record that has been filed with the county recorder or county clerk.
Three dollars ($3) of any six-dollar ($6) fee is exempt from
subdivision (e) and shall be transmitted monthly by each local
registrar, county recorder, and county clerk to the state for deposit
into the General Fund as provided by Section 1852 of the Family
Code.

(d) A fee of three dollars ($3) shall be paid by a public agency
applicant for a certified copy of a marriage dissolution record
obtained from the State Registrar that the agency is required to
obtain in the ordinary course of business. A fee of six dollars ($6) shall
be paid by any other applicant for a certified copy of a marriage
dissolution record obtained from the State Registrar.

(e) Each local registrar, county recorder, or county clerk
collecting a fee pursuant to this section shall transmit 15 percent of
the fee for each certified copy to the State Registrar by the 10th day
of the month following the month in which the fee was received.

(f) The additional three dollars ($3) authorized to be charged to
applicants other than public agency applicants for certified copies of
marriage records by subdivision (c) may be increased pursuant to
Section 114.

SEC. 2. Section 18966 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

18966. When a county board of supervisors designates a
commission pursuant to Section 18965, the board of supervisors shall
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establish a county children’s trust fund. The children’s trust fund shall
consist of the fees for birth certificates, collected pursuant to Section
10605 of the Health and Safety Code, grants, gifts, or bequests from
private sources to be used for child abuse and neglect prevention and
intervention programs, any funds appropriated by local
governmental entities to the trust fund, and any funds appropriated
to the county for the trust fund by the Legislature. The local registrar
or county recorder may, however, retain a percentage, not to exceed
10 percent, of the surcharge collectible pursuant to subdivision (b)
of Section 10605 of the Health and Safety Code, in order to defray the
costs of collection.

The county treasurer shall transmit moneys collected from birth
certificate fees for the county children’s trust fund, pursuant to
subdivision (b) of Section 10605 of the Health and Safety Code,
collected with respect to the birth certificate of a child whose mother
was a resident of another county at the time of the birth to the
treasurer of the county of the mother’s residence at the time of the
birth if the county to receive the funds has established a program
pursuant to Article 5 (commencing with Section 18965) of Chapter
11 of Part 6 of Division 9 of the Welfare and Institutions Code and
does not have a licensed health facility that provides maternity
services within its jurisdiction.

SEC. 3. Notwithstanding Section 17610 of the Government Code,
if the Commission on State Mandates determines that this act
contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to local
agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made pursuant
to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4 of Title 2 of
the Government Code. If the statewide cost of the claim for
reimbursement does not exceed one million dollars ($1,000,000),
reimbursement shall be made from the State Mandates Claims Fund.

Notwithstanding Section 17580 of the Government Code, unless
otherwise specified, the provisions of this act shall become operative
on the same date that the act takes effect pursuant to the California
Constitution.
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