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SENATE BILL No. 1527

Introduced by Senator Wright

February 14, 1996

An act to amend Sections 4461, 22451, and 40000.7 of the
Vehicle Code, relating to vehicles.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 1527, as introduced, Wright. Vehicle offenses.
(1) Under existing law, it is an infraction for any person to

lend any vehicle certificate of ownership, registration, license
plate, special plate, validation tab, or permit issued to him or
her if the person desiring to borrow it would not be entitled
to its use, and it is an infraction for any person to knowingly
permit its use by one not entitled to it.

This bill would make the above offense a misdemeanor,
rather than an infraction, thereby imposing a state-mandated
local program by increasing the duties imposed on local law
and correctional agencies.

(2) Existing law requires, under specified conditions, the
driver of any vehicle approaching a railroad or rail transit
grade crossing to stop not less than 15 feet from the nearest rail
and prohibits that driver from proceeding until he or she can
do so safely.

This bill would recast this provision to prohibit the driver of
any vehicle under the conditions from stopping on or within
15 feet from the nearest rail.

(3) The California Constitution requires the state to
reimburse local agencies and school districts for certain costs
mandated by the state. Statutory provisions establish
procedures for making that reimbursement.
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This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required
by this act for a specified reason.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.
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SECTION 1. Section 4461 of the Vehicle Code is
amended to read:

4461. (a) No person shall lend any certificate of
ownership, registration card, license plate, special plate,
validation tab, or permit issued to him or her if the person
desiring to borrow it would not be entitled to its use, nor
shall any person knowingly permit its use by one not
entitled to it.

(b) No person to whom a disabled person placard has
been issued shall lend the placard to any other person, nor
shall any disabled person knowingly permit the use of the
placard by one not entitled to it. A person to whom a
disabled person placard has been issued may permit
another person to use the placard only while in the
presence or reasonable proximity of the disabled person
for the purpose of transporting the disabled person. A
violation of this subdivision is a misdemeanor.

(c) Except for the purpose of transporting disabled
persons as specified in subdivision (b), no person shall
display any disabled person placard that was not issued to
him or her or that has been canceled or revoked pursuant
to Section 22511.6. A violation of this subdivision is a
misdemeanor.

(d) For the purposes of subdivisions (b) and (c),
‘‘disabled person placard’’ means a placard issued
pursuant to Section 22511.55 or 22511.59.
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SEC. 2. Section 22451 of the Vehicle Code, as

amended by Section 5 of Chapter 922 of the Statutes of
1995, is amended to read:

22451. (a) The driver of any vehicle approaching a
railroad or rail transit grade crossing shall ��� stop not less
than ��� ��� ������ 15 feet from the nearest rail and shall
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not proceed until he or she can do so safely, whenever the
following conditions exist:

(1) A clearly visible electric or mechanical signal
device or a flagman gives warning of the approach or
passage of a train or car.

(2) An approaching train or car is plainly visible or is
emitting an audible signal and, by reason of its speed or
nearness, is an immediate hazard.

(b) No driver shall proceed through, around, or under
any railroad or rail transit crossing gate while the gate is
closed.

(c) Whenever a railroad or rail transit crossing is
equipped with an automated enforcement system, a
notice of a violation of this section is subject to the
procedures provided in Section 40518.

(d) This section shall remain in effect only until
January 1, 1999, and as of that date is repealed, unless a
later enacted statute, which is enacted before January 1,
1999, deletes or extends that date.

SEC. 3. Section 22451 of the Vehicle Code, as added
by Section 6 of Chapter 922 of the Statutes of 1995, is
amended to read:

22451. (a) The driver of any vehicle approaching a
railroad or rail transit grade crossing shall ��� stop not less
than ��� ��� ������ 15 feet from the nearest rail and shall
not proceed until he or she can do so safely, whenever the
following conditions exist:

(1) A clearly visible electric or mechanical signal
device or a flagman gives warning of the approach or
passage of a train or car.

(2) An approaching train or car is plainly visible or is
emitting an audible signal and, by reason of its speed or
nearness, is an immediate hazard.

(b) No driver shall proceed through, around, or under
any railroad or rail transit crossing gate while the gate is
closed.

(c) Whenever a railroad or rail transit crossing is
equipped with an automated rail crossing enforcement
system, a notice of a violation of this section is subject to
the procedures provided in Section 40518.
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(d) This section shall become operative on January 1,
1999.

SEC. 4. Section 40000.7 of the Vehicle Code is
amended to read:

40000.7. A violation of any of the following provisions
is a misdemeanor, and not an infraction:

(a) Section 2416, relating to regulations for emergency
vehicles.

(b) Section 2800, relating to failure to obey an officer’s
lawful order or submit to a lawful inspection.

(c) Section 2800.1, relating to fleeing from a peace
officer.

(d) Section 2801, relating to failure to obey a
firefighter’s lawful order.

(e) Section 2803, relating to unlawful vehicle or load.
(f) Section 2813, relating to stopping for inspection.
(g) Subdivisions (b) and (c) of Section 4461 and

subdivisions (b) and (c) of Section 4463, relating to
disabled person placards.

(h) Section 4462.5, relating to deceptive or false
evidence of vehicle registration.

(i) Section 4463.5, relating to deceptive or facsimile
license plates.

(j) Section 5105.5, relating to environmental license
plates.

(k) Section 5500, relating to the surrender of
registration documents and license plates before
dismantling may begin.

(l) Section 5753, relating to delivery of certificates of
ownership and registration when committed by a dealer
or any person while a dealer within the preceding 12
months.

(m) Section 5901, relating to dealers and
lessor-retailers giving notice.

(n) Section 5901.1, relating to lessors giving notice and
failure to pay fee.

(o) Section 8802, relating to the return of canceled,
suspended, or revoked certificates of ownership,
registration cards, or license plates, when committed by
any person with intent to defraud.
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(p) Section 8803, relating to return of canceled,
suspended, or revoked documents and license plates of a
dealer, manufacturer, remanufacturer, transporter,
dismantler, or salesman.

SEC. 5. No reimbursement is required by this act
pursuant to Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California
Constitution because the only costs that may be incurred
by a local agency or school district will be incurred
because this act creates a new crime or infraction,
eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section
17556 of the Government Code, or changes the definition
of a crime within the meaning of Section 6 of Article
XIII B of the California Constitution.

Notwithstanding Section 17580 of the Government
Code, unless otherwise specified, the provisions of this act
shall become operative on the same date that the act
takes effect pursuant to the California Constitution.
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