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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—1997-98 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 217

Introduced by Assembly -Members—Fiestene—Lempert,
Papan,—and-Fhemsen

Ilihempsenb/lemk;er Figueroa

; ; and

February 4, 1997

An act to-amend-Sections—1408+5—and-14498eal and add
Section 14005.23f the Welfare and Institutions Code, relating
to Medi-Cal.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 217, as amended+irestoRigueroa Medi-Cal.

Existing law provides for the Medi-Cal program,
administered by the State Department of Health Services,
under which qualified low-income persons are provided with
health care services.

SB 903 would, if enacted, provide for purposes of Medi-Cal
eligibility, that to the extent that federal financial
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participation is available, the department shall disregard all
family income up to 100% of the federal income poverty level
for the size of the family and adopt a birth date earlier than
September 30, 1983, so that the age requirement is met for
those who have not yet attained the age of 19 years.

This bill would repeal this provision, and would, instead,
require the department in determining Medi-Cal eligibility
for children under a specified federal provision, to the extent
that federal financial participation is available, to designate a
birth date by which all children who have not attained the age
of 19 years will meet the age requirement for eligibility under
that federal provision.

Because the bill would impose various duties on counties,
and because the bill would increase county responsibilities
with respect to determining eligibility for Medi-Cal benefits,
it would create a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse
local agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated
by the state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for
making that reimbursement, including the creation of a State
Mandates Claims Fund to pay the costs of mandates that do
not exceed $1,000,000 statewide and other procedures for
claims whose statewide costs exceed $1,000,000.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State
Mandates determines that the bill contains costs mandated by
the state, reimbursement for those costs shall be made
pursuant to these statutory provisions.

This bill would provide that it would become operative only
if SB 903 is enacted during 1997.

BExistrg—law—permits—the—State—Bepartment—eot—Health



Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local prograsm: yes
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECHONA—Thetegislaturefindsand-decelares the
SECTION 1. Section 14005.23 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code, as added by Senate Bill 903 of the
1997-98 Regular Session, is repealed.

S.

SEC. 2. Section 14005.23 is added to the Welfare and
Institutions Code, to read:

14005.23. To the extent federal financial participation
is available, the department shall, when determining
eligibility for children under Section 1396a(l)(1)(D) of
Title 42 of the United States Code, designate a birth date
by which all children who have not attained the age of 19
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years will meet the age requirement of Section
1396a(l)(1)(D) of Title 42 of the United States Code.

SEC. 3. Notwithstanding Section 17610 of the
Government Code, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that this act contains costs mandated by the
state, reimbursement to local agencies and school
districts for those costs shall be made pursuant to Part 7
(commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4 of Title
2 of the Government Code. If the statewide cost of the
claim for reimbursement does not exceed one million
dollars ($1,000,000), reimbursement shall be made from
the State Mandates Claims Fund.

Notwithstanding Section 17580 of the Government
Code, unless otherwise specified, the provisions of this act
shall become operative on the same date that the act
takes effect pursuant to the California Constitution.

SEC. 4. It is the intent of Section 2 of this act to clarify
the meaning of Section 14005.23 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code, as added by Senate Bill 903.

SEC. 5. This act shall become operative only if Senate
Bill 903 is chaptered during 1997.

fellewing:
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