AMENDED IN SENATE JUNE 22, 1998
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 18, 1998
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 16, 1998

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—1997-98 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2417

Introduced by Assembly Member Mazzoni

February 20, 1998

An act to amend Sections—4223842238-54+602—4+6065, and
47607-of to—add-Sections 476012476013, 4760F+314766+.2, and
47612 5to—andtorepeal-Secton4764602 and 47616.5 of,
and to repeal Section 47616f, the Education Code, relating
to charter schools.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 2417, as amended, Mazzoni. Charter schools.

Existing law, the Charter Schools Act of 1992, permits
teachers, parents, pupils, and community members to
petition a school district governing board to approve a charter
school to operate independently from the existing school
district structure as a method of accomplishing, among other
things, improved pupil learning. Under existing law the total
number of charter schools operating in the state in any school
year cannot exceed 100, with no more than 10 charter schools
in any single school district. Assembly Bill 544 (Ch. 34 of the
Statutes of 1998), which would take effect on January 1, 1999,
would establish the statewide maximum at 250 charter schools
for the 1998-99 school year with an additional 100 charter
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AB 2417 —2—

schools per school year thereafter and would delete the
requirement that the State Board of Education, for purposes
of implementing those provisions, assign a number to each
charter notice it receives, based on the chronological order in
which the notice is received.

This bill would incorporate the changes made by AB 544
regarding the statewide maximum number of charter schools
and would reenact the requirement regarding the assignment
of a number to each charter notice received by the State
Department of Education.

Existing law requires the State Department of Education to
review the educational effectiveness of the charter school
approach and, not later than January 1, 1999, to report to the
Legislature accordingly with recommendations to modify,
expand, or terminate that approach.

This bill would repeal those provisions.

Existing law requires the Legislative Analyst to contract for
an evaluation of the effectiveness of the charter school
approach, on or before November 1, 1997, and to report to the
Governor accordingly with recommendations to modify,
expand, or terminate that approach. Assembly Bill 544
(Chapter 34 of the Statutes of 1998), which would take effect
on January 1, 1999, would require the Legislative Analyst to
contract with a neutral evaluator for an evaluation of the
effectiveness of the charter school approach, and to make that
report to the Governor and the Legislature on or before July
1, 2003.

This bill would incorporate the changes made to those
provisions by AB 544, but would instead require the neutral
evaluator to make that report directly to the Legislature, and
would make other clarifying changes.

HExstngtaw—establishes—the—Charter—Sehools—Aet—o1992
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program:-yes

OCoO~NOOUTA~ WNPEF

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTHON—1—Section—42238—of the—Education—Ceode is
amendedtoread:
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SEC5—

SECTION 1. Section 47602 of the Education Code is
amended to read:

47602. (a)-Exeept—as—provided—in—-subdivision— (b)
(1) In the 1998-99 school yearthe maximum total
number of charter schools—eperating authorized to
operate in this state—r—any—secheel—year—shallnet—exceed
100 —with—Ret—mere—than—0—<charter—sehesls—m—any——single
sehool—distriect—For—the shall be 250. In the 1999-2000
school year, and in each successive school year thereafter,
an additional 100 charter schools are authorized to
operate in this state each successive school year. For the
purposes of implementing this section, the State Board of
Education shall assign a number to each charter notice it
receives pursuant to subdivision (i) of Section 47605,
based on the chronological order in which the notice is
received. The limits contained in this paragraph may not
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be waived pursuant to Section 33050 or any other
provision of law.

(2) By July 1, 2003, the Legislative Analyst shall,
pursuant to the criteria in Section 47616.5, report to the
Legislature on the effectiveness of the charter school
approach authorized under this part and recommend
whether to expand or reduce the annual rate of growth
of charter schools authorized pursuant to this section.

ts.

fe-No charter shall be granted under this part that
authorizes the conversion of any private school to a
charter school.—Ne—eharter—school—shall—spenrd—er—receive
ay—pobhe—furds—tor—a—pupt——the—pupt—s—enrelled—n a

I.No charter school shall receive any public

funds for a pupil if the pupil also attends a private school
that charges the pupil's family for tuition. The State Board
of Education shall adopt regulations to implement this
section.

SEC6—Section47605-of the Education-Cede is

SEC. 2. Section 47616 of the Education Code is
repealed.

47616—Fhe—State—Department—eot—FEdueatien—shall
Fewew—the—edﬁeaﬁenal—e#eetweﬂess—ef—the—ehaﬁer—school

SEC. 3. Section 47616.5 of the Education Code is
amended to read:

47616.5. The Legislative Analyst shall contract far
neutral evaluator to conductn -nrterim evaluation of the
effectiveness of the charter school approach authorized
under this part—and—onOn or before -Nevemberduly 1,
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4997 2003 the neutral evaluatorshall report directly to

the Legislature and the Governor—aeeerdinglyith
recommendations to modify, expand, or terminate— that
the charter school approach. The evaluation of the
effectiveness of the charter school approach shall include,
but shall not be limited to, the following factors:

(a) If available, the pre- and post-charter school test
scores of pupils attending charter schools and other pupil
assessment tools.

(b) The level of parental satisfaction with the charter
school approach compared with schools within the
district in which the charter school is located.

(c) The impact of required parental involvement.

(d) The fiscal structures and practices of charter
schools as well as the relationship of these structures and
practices to school districts, including the amount of
revenue received from various public and private
sources.

(e) An assessment of whether or not the charter school
approach has resulted in increased innovation and
creativity.

(f) Opportunities for teachers under the charter
school approach.

(g) Whether or not there is an increased focus on
low-achieving and gifted pupils.

(h) Any discrimination and segregation in charter
schools.

(i) If available, the number of charter school petitions
submitted to governing boards of school districts and the
number of those proposals that are denied, per year, since
the enactment of the charter school law, including the
reasons why the governing boards denied these petitions,
and the reasons governing boards have revoked charters.

() The governance, fiscal liability and accountability
practices and related issues between charter schools and
the governing boards of the school districts approving
their charters.

(k) The manner in which governing boards of school
districts monitor the compliance of the conditions,
standards, and procedures entered into under a charter.
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() The extent of the employment of noncredentialed
personnel in charter schools.

(m) An assessment of how the exemption from laws
governing school districts allows charter schools to
operate differently than schools operating under those
laws.

(n) A comparison in each school district that has a
charter school of the pupil dropout rate in the charter
schools and in the noncharter schools.

(o) The role and impact of collective bargaining on
charter schools.

All matter omitted in this version of the
billappearsinthe billasamendedinthe
Assembly, May 18, 1998 (JR 11)
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