Assembly Bill No. 2465

CHAPTER 722

An act to add Sections 8279.2 and 8285.1 to the Education Code,
relating to child care.

[Approved by Governor September 21, 1998. Filed
with Secretary of State September 22, 1998.]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 2465, Scott. Child care.

Under existing law, the Child Care and Development Services Act,
the Superintendent of Public Instruction is required to adopt rules
and regulations for child care and development services, including
providing guidelines for the selection of agencies that contract for
child care services. Existing law requires the Superintendent of
Public Instruction to set priorities for expansion of child care and
development services as funding is made available to ensure that all
child care and development programs are adequately expanded
according to the priorities set forth in the Child Care Commission
Report of 1978.

This bill would require the Superintendent of Public Instruction to
take steps necessary to increase the capacity of the child care system
according to specified priorities, including, but not limited to, (1)
encouraging contractors to develop and maintain child care spaces
during nontraditional times, (2) encouraging child care providers to
expand the capacity for infant care, and (3) encouraging child care
providers to expand capacity, particularly in geographic areas with
high need and limited resources. The bill would require the State
Department of Education to coordinate with the State Department
of Social Services to prepare and present an interim report by March
31, 1999, and a final report by December 31, 1999, to the Joint
Legislative Budget Committee and Department of Finance. The bill
would prescribe the required components of the report, and would
require the report to include recommended best practices for future
capacity building activities specific to the types of care in the shortest
supply, such as infant and toddler care, schoolage care, care in
underserved areas, and nontraditional hours care. The bill would also
require the report to include the results of current pilot studies
involving training CalWORKSs recipients as licensed family child care
providers or licensed-exempt providers.

The bill would declare the intent of the Legislature that any
research activities undertaken by the State Department of Education
pursuant to specified provisions of the bill be funded by any federal
funds appropriated to the State Department of Education for child
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care capacity-building efforts pursuant to a specified item of the
Budget Act of 1998.

The bill would authorize the Superintendent of Public Instruction
to provide outreach services and technical assistance to new child
care providers and to those providing care during nontraditional
times, in underserved localities, and for children with special child
care needs.

The bill would require the Superintendent of Public Instruction to
publish the methodology and data used, including county-specific
data if such data is used, for the allocation of all child care funds. The
bill would also require the superintendent to make available to the
public, within 90 days of an allocation, the accounting information for
that allocation.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. (a) The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall
take steps necessary to increase the capacity of the child care system,
including, but not limited to the following:

(1) Encouraging contracting agencies to develop and maintain
child care spaces during nontraditional times, including at night and
on weekends.

(2) Encouraging contracting agencies to expand the capacity for
infant care.

(3) Encouraging  contracting agencies to expand  capacity,
particularly in geographic areas with high need and limited
resources.

(b) The State Department of Education shall coordinate with the
State Department of Social Services to prepare and present an
interim report by March 31, 1999, and a final report by December 31,
1999, to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee and Department of
Finance that defines the strategies, results, and effectiveness of
recent expenditures and allocations for building capacity for the
state’s child care needs, including, but not limited to, the amounts
and kinds of capacity increased by those efforts, barriers found in
preventing increased capacity, and recommendations for
overcoming those barriers. The report shall include recommended
best practices for future capacity building activities specific to the
types of care in shortest supply, such as infant and toddler care,
schoolage care, care in underserved areas, and nontraditional hours
care. This report shall also include the results of current pilot studies
involving training CalWORKs recipients as licensed family child care
providers or licensed-exempt providers, and recommendations on
the magnitude and role of both CalWORKSs recipient training and
license-exempt care in meeting future needs.

(c) It is the intent of the Legislature that any research activities
undertaken by the State Department of Education pursuant to this
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section be funded by any federal funds appropriated to the State
Department of Education for child care capacity-building efforts
pursuant to ltem 6110-196-0001 of the Budget Act of 1998.

SEC. 2. Section 8279.2 is added to the Education Code, to read:

8279.2. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall publish the
methodology and data used, including county-specific data if such
data is wused, for the allocation of all child care funds. The
superintendent shall make available to the public, within 90 days of
an allocation, the accounting information for the allocation. It is the
intent of the Legislature to expedite the allocation of funds to the
field as quickly as possible. Nothing in this section shall create a
requirement for a public hearing on the allocation methodology prior
to the issuance of a request for proposal.

SEC. 3. Section 8285.1 is added to the Education Code, to read:

8285.1. The Superintendent of Public Instruction may provide
outreach services and technical assistance to new child care
contracting agencies and to those providing child care during
nontraditional times, in underserved geographic areas, and for
children with special child care needs, including infants and toddlers
under three years of age.
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