AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JULY 27, 1998
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY SEPTEMBER 4, 1997

SENATE BILL No. 453

Introduced by Senator Solis
(Principal coauthor: Senator Calderon)
(Coauthor: Assembly Member Wildman)

February 19, 1997

; n act to amend
Sections 27 and 123.6 of the Labor Code, relating to workers’
compensation.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

SB 453, as amended, Solis—Administrative—law—ethics
Workers’ compensati_on

- Under—existing—law——vareus—regurerments— and
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seetions—of—that—code;—and—weould—referto—these—+rules—as the
&)-Existing law provides for the conduct of workers’
compensation proceedings by individuals referred to as
workers’ compensation judges or referees.

This bill would redesignate these individuals asorkers’
compensation administrative law judgesand make related
changes

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee—yas.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECHON—-—AttHele—16—{commenetrg—wh—Seetion
1147510 +s—added—to—Chapter—4-5—-ot Part1—ot Biwision 3
ot Hile2-otthe GevernmentCodetoread:
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SECTION 1. Section 27 of the Labor Code is amended
to read:

27. Whenever the term “workers’ compensation
judge” “workers’ compensation referee” is used in this
code |n connectlon with the workers’ compensation law,

the term shall mean—administrative—law—judge—This
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“workers’ compensation administrative law judge.”

SEC. 2. Section 123.6 of the Labor Code, as amended
by Chapter 95 of the Statutes of 1998, is amended to read:

123.6. (a) All workers’ compensatienr——referees
administrative law judges employed by the
administrative director shall subscribe to the Code of
Judicial Ethics adopted by the Supreme Court pursuant
to subdivision (m) of Section 18 of Article VI of the
California Constitution for the conduct of judges and shall
not otherwise, directly or indirectly, engage in conduct
contrary to that code.
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The administrative director shall adopt regulations to
enforce this section. To the extent possible, the rules shall
be consistent with the procedures established by the
Commission on Judicial Performance for regulating the
activities of state judges, and, to the extent possible, with
the gift, honoraria, and travel restrictions on legislators
contained in the Political Reform Act of 1974 (Title 9
(commencing with Section 81000) of the Government
Code).

(b) Honoraria or travel allowed by the administrative
director or otherwise not prohibited by this section in
connection with any public or private conference,
convention, meeting, social event, or like gathering, the
cost of which is significantly paid for by attorneys who
practice before the board, may not be accepted unless the
administrative director has provided prior approval in
writing to the workers’ compensation referee allowing
him or her to accept those payments.
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