AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 14, 1999

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—1999-2000 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1438

Introduced by Assembly Member Briggs

February 26, 1999

Aﬂ—aet—te—ameﬂd—SeeHeﬁ—HéS—GGi—ef—the—Peﬂal—Code
f act relating to firearms,
and making an appropriation therefor.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 1438, as amended, Briggs—Fires—and—forfeitures:
exchangefor-salestaxreeetpiearms

Existing law requires that a person who is convicted of a
specified felony who was charged as a principal in the
commission of an offense and personally used a firearm during
the commission of the offense shall be punished by an
additional term of 10 years in the state prison. If the firearm
Is intentionally discharged under those circumstances, the
person would be punished by an additional term of 20 years
in the state prison. If great bodily injury was proximately
caused to any person other than an accomplice as a result of
the firearm being discharged under those circumstances, the
person would be punished by an additional term of 25 years
to life in the state prison. Each of the above terms is required
to be imposed consecutive to the punishment prescribed for
the felony.

This bill would appropriate the sum of $4,000,000 from the
General Fund to the Office of Criminal Justice Planning for
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AB 1438 —2—

the purpose of purchasing radio and television airtime and
billboard space to publicize the provisions of the above
firearm enhancement known as the “10-20-Life” firearm

enhancement. The bill would require that 80% of the funds
be dispersed for television spots, 15% for radio spots, and 5%
for billboard posters and administrative costs. The bill would

also require that the funds be distributed to local areas in
direct proportion to their relative crime rates.

Existing—aw—reguires—that—al—fines—and—ferfeitures—mposed

agreements.
\ote: ajority-243. Appropriation: -re-yes Fiscal committee:
yes. State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
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—3— AB 1438

SECTION 1. (a) The sum of four-million dollars
($4,000,000), is hereby appropriated from the General
Fund to the Office of Criminal Justice Planning for the
purpose of purchasing commercial air time on television
and radio and space on billboards to inform the public
about Assembly Bill 4 of the 1997-98 Regular Session,
which added Section 12022.53 to the Penal Code, was
chaptered as Chapter 503 of the Statutes of 1997, and is
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known as “10-20-Life” for the use of firearms in the
commission of a crime.

(b) The Office of Criminal Justice Planning shall
allocate the funds to local areas for the purchase of
commercial airtime and billboard space specified in
subdivision (a) in direct proportion to the crime rate of
the local area compared to the total crime rate of the State
of California.

(c) The funds shall be used to pay for advertisements
as follows:

(1) Eighty percent of the funds shall be wused for
thirty-second television advertisements.

(2) Fifteen percent of the funds shall be used for radio
advertisements.

(3) Five percent of the funds shall be used for billboard
posters and administrative costs.
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