AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 18, 2000
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 10, 2000

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—1999-2000 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2310

Introduced by Assembly Member Ducheny
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Bates and Calderon)

February 24, 2000

An act to amend—Seetions—30233,—30240; Sedtion30411 of
the Public Resources Code, relating to resource planning and
management.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST
AB 2310, as amended, Ducheny. Resource planning and
management.
The existing California Coastal Act of 1976—permits- the

diking—filling—or—dredging—ef—open—coastal—waters,—wetlands,
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AB 2310 —2—

uregsstricts  the
California Coastal Commission from establishing or imposing
any controls on wildlife or fishery management programs that
duplicate or exceed regulatory controls established by the
Department of Fish and Game or the Fish and Game
Commission.

This bill would expressly include in that restriction any
conservation plans adopted consistent with the provisions
regulating the taking, importation, exportation, or sale of any
endangered, threatened, or candidate species

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: vyes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
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12 SECTION 1. It isthe intent of the Legislature to

13 encourage the California Coastal Commission, along with
14 all other interested resource protection agencies, to
15 participate in shaping habitat conservation plans and
16 natural community conservation plans at the earliest
17 possible opportunity. The Legislature acknowledges it is
18 difficult to complete complicated habitat conservation
19 plans and natural community conservation plans and that
20 it takes the involvement of many stakeholders for a
21 significant period of time to accomplish that task. The
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—3— AB 2310

Legislature recognizes that it is in the best interest of
regional ecosystem preservation and restoration to
include all relevant public agencies in both the habitat
conservation plan and natural community conservation
plan processes. The Legislature further declares that
because of the complex nature of habitat conservation
plan and natural community conservation plan processes,
sound public policy requires all relevant agencies to
participate from the beginning of the processes.
Accordingly, it is the intent of the Legislature to clarify
that the prohibition on duplicative or excessive
regulatory controls contained in Section 30411 of the
Public Resources Code applies equally to previously
approved  habitat conservation plans and natural
community conservation plans.
SEC—2—Seetion—30233—ofthe Public Reseurees—Ceode is
amendedtoread:

30233 —{(a)Fhe—diking;—fiing—or—dredging—of—open
coastal—waters,—wetlands—estaaries;—and—lakes—shall  be
pe#mﬁed—m—aeewd&nee—wﬁh—e%he#&p%e&ble—p%e\ﬁsmns
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SEC. 2. Section 30411 of the Public Resources Code is
amended to read:

30411. (a) The Department of Fish and Game and
the Fish and Game Commission are the principal state
agencies responsible for the establishment and control of
wildlife and fishery management programs and the
commission shall not establish or impose any controls with
respect thereto that duplicate or exceed regulatory
controls established by these agencies pursuant to specific
statutory  requirements  or  authorization, including
conservation plans adopted consistent with Sections 2080,
2080.1, 2081, 2081.5, 2830, and 2835 of the Fish and Game
Code.

(b) The Department of Fish and Game, In
consultation with the commission and the Department of
Boating and Waterways, may study degraded wetlands
and identify those that can most feasibly be restored in
conjunction with development of a boating facility as
provided in subdivision (a) of Section 30233. Any such
study shall include consideration of all of the following:

(1) Whether the wetland is so severely degraded and
its natural processes so substantially impaired that it is not
capable of recovering and maintaining a high level of
biological productivity  without major restoration
activities.

(2) Whether a substantial portion of the degraded
wetland, but in no event less than 75 percent, can be
restored and maintained as a highly productive wetland
in conjunction with a boating facilities project.

(3) Whether restoration of the wetland’s natural
values, including its biological productivity and wildlife
habitat features, can most feasibly be achieved and
maintained in conjunction with a boating facility or
whether there are other feasible ways to achieve those
values.
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(c) The Legislature finds and declares that salt water
or brackish water aquaculture is a coastal-dependent use
that should be encouraged to augment food supplies and
to further the policies set forth in Chapter 4
(commencing with Section 825) of Division 1. The
Department of Fish and Game may identify coastal sites
it determines to be appropriate for aquaculture facilities.
If the department identifies these sites, it shall transmit
information identifying the sites to the commission and
the relevant local government agency. The commission,
and where appropriate, local governments, consistent
with the coastal planning requirements of this division,
shall provide for as many coastal sites identified by the
Department of Fish and Game for any uses that are
consistent with the policies of Chapter 3 (commencing
with Section 30200).

(d) Any agency of the state owning or managing land
in the coastal zone for public purposes shall be an active
participant in the selection of suitable sites for
aquaculture facilities and shall make the land available for
use in aquaculture when feasible and consistent with
other policies of this division and other provisions of law.

(e) The Department of Fish and Game, in
consultation with the Aquaculture Development
Committee, shall prepare programmatic environmental
impact reports for existing and potential commercial
aquaculture operations in both coastal and inland areas of
the state if both of the following conditions are met:

(1) Funds are appropriated to the department for this
purpose.

(2) Matching funds are provided by the aquaculture
industry.
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