AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY AUGUST 16, 1999
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JULY 7, 1999
AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 17, 1999
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 14, 1999

SENATE BILL No. 175

Introduced by Senator Rainey
{Coauthers—Senaters MePherson,Polanee,and
VYaseoenecelles)

(Coauthor: Senator McPherson)

January 12, 1999

An act to add Section 11112.5 to, and to add and repeal
Chapter 10.4 (commencing with Section 13895) of Title 6 of
Part 4 of, the Penal Code, and to amend Section 12805 of the
Vehicle Code, relating to warrants, and making an
appropriation therefor.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

SB 175, as amended, Rainey. Warrants.

(1) Existing law empowers the Office of Criminal Justice
Planning (OCJP) to, among other things, define, develop, and
correlate programs and projects for the state criminal justice
agencies.
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This bill would establish in OCJP the Service of Arrest
Warrants Pilot Program, a 3-year pilot program, to provide
financial and technical assistance to local law enforcement
agencies in the City and County of San Francisco and the
Counties of Contra Costa and San Bernardino for the purpose
of assisting in the apprehension of persons with outstanding
arrest warrants. The bill would require: (a) the executive
director of OCJP to prepare and issue administrative and
procedural guidelines for the operation of the program; (b)
the agencies receiving funds under this program to submit a
specified report to OCJP one year after receipt of grant funds
and annually thereafter; and (c) OCJP to report to the fiscal
committees of the Legislature no later than January 1
following the year in which OCJP has received any report
from an agency, as specified.

(2) The bill would appropriate $1,500,000 from the General
Fund to the Office of Criminal Justice Planning for
expenditures in support of the Service of Arrest Warrants

Pilot Program.
\ote: 2/3. Appropriation: yes. Fiscal committee: vyes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTHON—1—Section—11112.5 is—added—to—the—Penal
Codetoread:
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SEC2.

SECTION 1. Chapter 104 (commencing  with
Section 13895) is added to Title 6 of Part 4 of the Penal
Code, to read:

CHAPTER10.4. SERvICE OF ARRESTWARRANTS PILOT
PrOGRAM

13895. The Legislature finds and declares that the
apprehension of persons with outstanding arrest warrants
is vital to the protection of the public safety and the
maintenance of the criminal justice system. The
Legislature  further finds that the prevalent Ilaw
enforcement “chance encounter” strategy has not been
effective in reducing the backlog of arrest and bench
warrants  statewide. According to the Board of
Corrections’ estimates, there were 2,595,335 unserved
warrants at the end of 1998. The Legislature further finds
and declares that the ability of persons who have arrest
warrants pending against them to evade apprehension
undermines respect for the criminal justice system and
places public safety at risk. In enacting this chapter, it is
the intent of the Legislature to determine whether
increasing  financial  resources, providing technical
assistance, and promoting innovative practices can
reduce or eliminate the backlog of arrest warrants and
reduce crime in jurisdictions that receive this assistance.

13896. (a) There is hereby established in the Office
of Criminal Justice planning (OCJP) a pilot program of
financial and technical assistance for local law
enforcement agencies to assist in the apprehension of
persons with outstanding arrest warrants.

(b) The Office of Criminal Justice Planning shall, to
the extent that funds are made available for this purpose,
distribute funds to the City and County of San Francisco,
and to the Counties of Contra Costa and San Bernardino.
These funds shall be distributed to the San Francisco
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Police Department and to the county sheriffs’

departments of the Counties of Contra Costa and San
Bernardino to be used for the hiring of personnel and the
development of policies to reduce or eliminate the

backlog of arrest warrants. As used in this section “arrest
warrants” includes bench warrants.

(c) The executive director of OCJP shall prepare and
issue administrative guidelines and procedures for the
Service of Arrest Warrants Pilot Program. The guidelines
do not constitute rules, regulations, orders, or standards
of general application. These guidelines shall, at a
minimum, do all of the following:

(1) Require law enforcement agencies receiving
funds to log all felony and misdemeanor warrants to the
Department of Justice’s California Law Enforcement
Telecommunications System.

(2) Require law enforcement agencies receiving
funds under this program to collaborate with other public
agencies, including law enforcement agencies in
neighboring jurisdictions, county probation
departments, social service agencies, and the state
Department of Motor Vehicles, to develop innovative
approaches to apprehend persons with outstanding arrest
warrants.

(3) Require that funds received under this chapter
supplement, rather than supplant, current expenditures.

(d) Agencies receiving funding under this program
shall report to OCJP one year after the receipt of grant
funds, and annually thereafter, on the effectiveness of the
grant in supporting their efforts to apprehend persons
with outstanding arrest warrants, reducing or eliminating
the backlog of outstanding arrest warrants, and reducing
crime.

(e) The Office of Criminal Justice Planning shall
report to the fiscal committees of the Legislature no later
than January 1 following the year in which it has received
any report from an agency required by this section,
evaluating the effectiveness of the grant program.

() Of the total funds appropriated for the purposes of
implementing the program established pursuant to this
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—5— SB 175

chapter, OCJP may spend up to 5 percent on
administrative costs.

(9) This section shall remain in effect only until
January 1, 2003, and as of that date is repealed, unless a
later enacted statute, that is enacted before January 1,
2003, deletes or extends that date.

SEC—3—Section—12805—6ftheVehicle Code—is—amended
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SEC. 2. The sum of one million five hundred thousand
dollars  ($1,500,000) is hereby appropriated from the
General Fund to the Office of Criminal Justice Planning
for expenditures in support of the Service of Arrest
Warrants Pilot Program.
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