Senate Bill No. 594

CHAPTER 100

An act to amend Section 6701 of the Vehicle Code, relating to
vehicles.

[Approved by Governor July 13, 1999. Filed with
Secretary of State July 13, 1999.]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

SB 594, Morrow. Vehicle registration: military spouse exemption.

Under existing law, any nonresident owner of a vehicle registered
in a foreign state who is a member of the armed forces of the United
States on active duty within this state, and any resident owner of a
vehicle registered in a foreign state who is a member of the armed
forces of the United States returning from active duty in a foreign
state is allowed to operate the vehicle in this state without securing
California registration if specified conditions are satisfied.

This bill would extend this exemption to a vehicle owned by the
spouse of a member of the armed forces of the United States if the
same specified conditions are satisfied.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 6701 of the Vehicle Code is amended to
read:

6701. (a) Any nonresident owner of a vehicle registered in a
foreign state who is a member or spouse of a member of the armed
forces of the United States on active duty within this state, and any
resident owner of a vehicle registered in a foreign state who is a
member or spouse of a member of the armed forces of the United
States returning from active duty in a foreign state, may operate the
vehicle in this state without securing California registration after
satisfying all of the following requirements:

(1) The license plates displayed on the vehicle are valid plates
issued by a foreign jurisdiction.

(2) The vehicle registration and license plates are issued to the
military person or spouse of the military person.

(3) The vehicle registration and license plates were issued by the
foreign jurisdiction where the military person was last regularly
assigned and stationed for duty by military orders or a jurisdiction
claimed by the nonresident military person as the permanent state
of residence.
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(4) If the vehicle is a motor vehicle, the owner or driver has in
force one of the forms of financial responsibility specified in Section
16021.

(b) For purposes of paragraph (3) of subdivision (a), military
orders do not include military orders for leave, for temporary duty,
or for any other assignment of any nature requiring the military
person’s presence outside the foreign jurisdiction where the owner
was regularly assigned and stationed for duty.

(c) This section applies to all vehicles owned by the military
person or spouse except any commercial vehicle used in any business

manner  wherein  the military person or spouse receives
compensation.
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