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IN SENATE

Senate Chamber, Sacramento
Monday, April 21, 2008

The Senate met at 2 p.m.
Hon. Don Perata, of the 9th District, presiding.
Secretary Greg Schmidt at the Desk.
Assistant Secretary Kipchoge Randall reading.

ROLL CALL
The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:
Aanestad, Ackerman, Alquist, Ashburn, Battin, Cedillo, Cogdill,

Corbett, Correa, Cox, Denham, Ducheny, Dutton, Florez, Harman,
Hollingsworth, Kehoe, Kuehl, Lowenthal, Machado, Maldonado,
Margett, McClintock, Migden, Negrete McLeod, Oropeza, Padilla, Perata,
Ridley-Thomas, Romero, Runner, Scott, Simitian, Steinberg, Torlakson,
Vincent, Wiggins, Wyland, and Yee—39.

Quorum present.

(NOTE: Senator Calderon will be excused this day due to illness.)
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PRAYER
Upon invitation of the President, the following prayer was offered by

Archbishop Hovnan Derderian:
Almighty God, Guide us all with your wisdom and love to live a life with

dignity and to bring your light to the minds and souls of the people who
strive for justice and peace. By your grace, illuminate our path that we may
learn the duties entrusted to us for the wellbeing of the people for whom
we are called to serve diligently.

Today we offer special prayers for the California State Senate for
remembering with genuine respect, the victims of the first genocide of the
twentieth century.

In our prayers of remembrance we also render respect for the leaders and
the people of the United States of America, who have embraced and
sheltered the orphans and the survivors of the first genocide and have
guided us to make this blessed country a home where we are continuously
encouraged and supported as good citizens of America to firmly uphold our
faith as Christians, and our love for our ancestral land of Armenia.

In the grace of your benevolence, O Lord, we turn our eyes to the future
and give thanks. As Americans of Armenian decent we have not only lived,
but thrived in the United States for generations. The true values of this
country are democracy and freedom, two principles which contribute to a
God-pleasing vision for universal respect for humanity.

Bless, O God, the Senators of the State of California and their mission,
and grant them all the strength of faith so that they will spend and be spent
in the service of the people of the state of California.—AMEN.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
Senator Simitian led the Senate in the pledge of allegiance to the Flag.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE FOR THE DAY
The following Senator was granted leave of absence for the day due to

illness: Senator Calderon.

ADJOURNMENT
At 3:30 p.m., the President declared the Senate adjourned on call of the

President pro Tempore.

PAULA K. ROSSETTO, Minute Clerk
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