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FIFTIETH LEGISLATIVE DAY

IN SENATE

Senate Chamber, Sacramento
Monday, August 17, 2009

The Senate met at 12:55 p.m.
Hon. Dean Florez, of the 16th District, presiding.
Secretary Greg Schmidt at the Desk.
Assistant Secretary Zach Twilla reading.

ROLL CALL
The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:
Aanestad, Alquist, Ashburn, Benoit, Calderon, Cedillo, Cogdill,

Corbett, Correa, Cox, Denham, DeSaulnier, Ducheny, Dutton, Florez,
Hancock, Harman, Hollingsworth, Huff, Kehoe, Leno, Liu, Lowenthal,
Negrete McLeod, Oropeza, Padilla, Pavley, Price, Runner, Simitian,
Steinberg, Strickland, Walters, Wiggins, Wolk, Wright, Wyland, and
Yee—38.

Quorum present.

(NOTE: Senator Romero will be excused this day on legislative business
and Senator Maldonado will be excused this day on personal business.)
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PRAYER
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain, Rabbi Mona Alfi:
This September 9th will mark the 160th anniversary of California

becoming a State. But long before we joined the Union, this land attracted
dreamers and explorers, people who strove to make real their visions of a
better future.

In the Book of Proverbs we are taught that “Where there is no vision, the
people perish” (Prov. 29:18). Throughout the last 160 years our state has
been a beacon of hope and opportunity because we have been blessed by
men and women whose energy, passion, and imagination have kept us on
the frontier and the cutting edge, of not only what is possible, but also what
was thought to be inconceivable to many, until we made it so.

The full verse from Proverbs teaches “Where there is no vision, the
people perish, but happy is he who keeps the law.” Vision and law making
should go hand in hand. A people depends on the lawgivers to be inspired
by the well–being of us all and we depend on your ability to see a future
that encourages possibility and opportunity.

May the Creator of us all grant us the ability to act with vision and
insight. May we find inspiration from within as we work to create a just
society for us all. May this be God’s will.—AMEN.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
Senator Correa led the Senate in the pledge of allegiance to the Flag.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE FOR THE DAY
The following Senator was granted leave of absence for the day due to

legislative business: Senator Romero.

The following Senator was granted leave of absence for the day due to
personal business: Senator Maldonado.

ADJOURNMENT
At 3:30 p.m., the President declared the Senate adjourned on call of the

President pro Tempore.

PAULA K. ROSSETTO, Minute Clerk
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