CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—1999-2000 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2018

Introduced by Assembly Members Thomson and Runner
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Aanestad and Aroner)

February 18, 2000

An act to amend Sections 11164 and 11165 of, and to repeal
Sections 11161, 11167, 11167.5, and 11169 of, the Health and
Safety Code, relating to controlled substances.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 2018, as introduced, Thomson. Controlled substances:
Schedule II: triplicate prescription.

Existing law provides that no person shall prescribe a
controlled substance, nor shall any person fill, compound, or
dispense such a prescription unless it complies with specified
requirements, one of which is that prescriptions for Schedule
Il controlled substances shall be prepared in triplicate. The
Department of Justice is required to issue these triplicate
prescriptions to any practitioner authorized to write a
prescription for Schedule Il controlled substances.

This  bill  would eliminate the triplicate prescription
requirement for Schedule Il controlled substances. The bill
would make conforming changes to related provisions.

Existing law provides for the electronic monitoring of the
prescribing and dispensing of Schedule I  controlled
substances pursuant to the Controlled Substance Utilization
Review and Evaluation System (CURES) program, as
specified. The program is scheduled to become inoperative on
July 1, 2003.
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This bill would continue the program indefinitely by
repealing its repeal date.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 11161 of the Health and Safety
Code is repealed.
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SEC. 2. Section 11164 of the Health and Safety Code
is amended to read:

11164. Except as provided in Section 11167, no person
shall prescribe a controlled substance, nor shall any
person fill,, compound, or dispense such a prescription
unless it complies with the requirements of this section.

(a) Eash—rpreseription—for—a—eontrolled—substance

by-Each prescription for a controlled substance
classified in Scheduldl, 111, IV, or V, except as authorized
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—5— AB 2018

by subdivision (c), shall be subject to the following
requirements:

(1) The prescription shall be signed and dated by the
prescriber and shall contain the name of the person for
whom the controlled substance is prescribed, the name
and quantity of the controlled substance prescribed, and
directions for wuse. With respect to prescriptions for
controlled substances classified in Schedules 1l and IV,
the signature, date, and information required by this
paragraph shall be wholly written in ink or indelible
pencil in the handwriting of the prescriber.

(2) In addition, the prescription shall contain the
name, address, telephone number, category of
professional licensure, and federal controlled substance
registration number of the prescriber. The information
required by this paragraph shall be either preprinted
upon the prescription blank, typewritten, rubber
stamped, or printed by hand. Notwithstanding any
provision in this section, the prescriber's address,
telephone number, category of professional licensure, or
federal controlled substances registration number need
not appear on the prescription if that information is
readily retrievable in the pharmacy.

(3) The prescription shall also contain the address of
the person for whom the controlled substance s
prescribed. If the prescriber does not specify this address
on the prescription, the pharmacist filling the
prescription or an employee acting under the direction
of the pharmacist shall write or type the address on the
prescription or maintain this information in a readily
retrievable form in the pharmacy.

(b) Any controlled substance classified in Schedule
I, 1V, or V may be dispensed upon an oral or
electronically transmitted prescription, which shall be
reduced to writing by the pharmacist filling the
prescription or by any other person expressly authorized
by provisions of the Business and Professions Code. The
date of issue of the prescription and all the information
required for a written prescription by subdivision (b)
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shall be included in the written record of the prescription.
The pharmacist need not reduce to writing the address,
telephone  number, license classification, or federal
registry number of the prescriber or the address of the
patient if that information is readily retrievable in the

pharmacy. Pursuant to authorization of the prescriber,
any employee of the prescriber on behalf of the
prescribper may orally or electronically transmit a
prescription for a controlled substance classified in
Schedulell, 1, IV, or V, if in these cases the written

record of the prescription required by this subdivision
specifies the name of the employee of the prescriber
transmitting the prescription.

(c) The use of commonly used abbreviations shall not
invalidate an otherwise valid prescription.

(d) Notwithstanding any provision of subdivision&)
and (b)—anrd—€) prescriptions for a controlled substance
classified in Schedule V may be for more than one person
in the same family with the same medical need.

" L . by

SEC. 3. Section 11165 of the Health and Safety Code
is amended to read:

11165. (a) To assist law enforcement and regulatory
agencies in their efforts to control the diversion and
resultant abuse of Schedule Il controlled substances, and
for statistical analysis, education, and research, the
Department of Justice shall, contingent upon the
availability of adequate funds, establish the Controlled
Substance Utilization Review and Evaluation System
(CURES) for the electronic monitoring of the
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—7— AB 2018

prescribing and dispensing of Schedule 11 controlled
substances by all practitioners authorized to prescribe or
dispense these controlled substances—CYRES—shall be

mplemented—as—a—pHot—preject—eoemmencirg—en—3uly 1,

(b) The CURES—pHet—project Program shall operate
under existing provisions of law to safeguard the privacy
and confidentiality of patients. Data obtained from
CURES shall only be provided to appropriate state, local,
and federal persons or public agencies for disciplinary,
civil, or criminal purposes and to other agencies or
entities, as determined by the Department of Justice, for
the purpose of educating practitioners and others in lieu
of disciplinary, civil, or criminal actions. Data may be
provided to public or private entities, as approved by the
Department of Justice, for educational, peer review,
statistical, or research purposes, provided that patient
information, including any information that may identify
the patient, is not compromised. Further, data disclosed
to any individual or agency as described in this
subdivision, shall not be disclosed, sold, or transferred to
any third party.
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h-The sum of one million fifty thousand dollars

($1,050,000) is hereby appropriated from the Pharmacy
Board Contingent Fund to the Board of Pharmacy for the
purpose of entering into an interagency agreement with
the Department of Justice for the implementation,
operatlon and evaluatlon of CURES.

led.
SEC. 4. Section 11167 of the Health and Safety Code
is repealed.
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p%eseﬁpﬂeﬂ—may—Fesuk—m—less—ef—h#e—eHmfeeﬂse—Sb#enng,
an—eorder—tor—a—Schedule—H—eontrolled—substance—may be
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SEC. 5. Section 11167.5 of the Health and Safety Code
is repealed.

adtherized—the—name—and—address—ofthe—tlicensed—facility
er—heme—health—ageney—providing—hespice—eare—r—which
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