AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 18, 1999
AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 16, 1999

SENATE BILL No. 178

Introduced by Senator Polanco

January 12, 1999

tetkyl act to add
Chapter 5 (commencmg with Section 14460) to Part 5 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code, relating to
smart communities.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

SB 178, as amended, Polanco. Work force investment
Department of Transportation: smart communities

Existing law contains various provisions for job training and
placement. The federal Workforce Investment Act of 1998
provides for work force investment activities, including
activities in which states may participate.

This bill would, upon the availability of funds in the annual
Budget Act, require the Director of Transportation, in
collaboration  with  the California Institute for Smart
Communities and the California State University, San Diego,
to establish a demonstration Smart Communities Strategic
Investment Program within the Department of
Transportation, as specified. The bill would provide financial
assistance to local governments, school districts, institutions of
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higher education, community-based nonprofit organizations,
or any other public agency for funding under the
demonstration program based on certain criteria. The bill
would create the 21st Century Smart Communities Fund in
the State Treasury for purposes of this bill.

Fhis—billweuld—ereate—the—Governer's—Coeunel—en—Werkforce

te.
\ote: 25 majority. Appropriation: -yesno. Fiscal committee:
yes. State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECHONA—(arFhisactshalt-be known-and-may be

SECTION 1. Chapter 5 (commencing with Section
14460) is added to Part 5 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the
Government Code, to read:

CHAPTERS. SvART COMMUNITIES STRATEGICINVESTMENT
PrROGRAM

OCoO~NOOTA, WN P

14460. The Legislature finds and declares the

10 following:

11 (@) Information technology and telecommunications

12 have been used successfully by other states and nations to
13 strengthen regional and local community economies
14 through increased access to information and by

15 facilitating the efficient delivery of government and

16 community services.

17  (b) The creation of community networks, or “smart

18 communities,” allows electronic access to numerous
19 resources and services, including, but not limited to,

20 education, training, health and social services,
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telemedicine, emergency response, and rapid electronic
transmittal of business operating tools, including, but not
limited to, permits, licenses, and registering documents.

(c) The department, in its “Smart Communities
Guidebook” published in January 1997, defined “smart
communities” as a geographic region ranging in size from
a neighborhood to a multicounty area whose residents,
organizations, and governing institutions are using
information  technology to transform a region in
significant ways. The department’s publication
recognizes that cooperation among government,
industry, educators, and its citizenry, instead of individual
groups acting in isolation, is preferred.

(d) As a component of the departments, “smart
communities” research, the department has established
a Caltrans Telecommunications mission designed to
pioneer development of telecommunications mobility as
a component of the state’s transportation system, in a
manner allowing more efficient movement of not only
vehicles, but to also allow increased mobility for people,
goods, information, and services.

(e) California has been investing in developing a
system of one-stop career centers for the integrated
delivery of employment, education, and training services.
Under the federal Workforce Investment Act of 1998
(P.L. 105-220), that replaces the federal Job Training
Partnership Act, one-stop career centers will be the
mandated delivery system. The “smart communities’
model can be effectively deployed to expand the capacity
of one-stop career centers to provide accessible
employment and training resources to underserved
communities, including inner city urban and rural areas.

14661. The department shall establish a Smart
Communities Strategic Investment Program for
purposes of enabling the department to approach
mobility fulfilment offered by “smart communities” in a
manner consistent with the state's energy conservation
and air pollution abatement objectives.

14662. (a) Upon the availability of funds in the
annual Budget Act, the director, in collaboration with the
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California Institute for Smart Communities and the
California State University, San Diego, shall establish a
demonstration Smart Communities Strategic Investment
Program within the department. The demonstration
program shall be designed to assist local governments,
school districts, institutions of higher education,

community-based nonprofit organizations, or any other
public agency in planning and development of
community and regional telecommunications networks
that support work force training and education through
the establishment of telecommunications links to
California’s one-stop career centers. The one-stop centers
shall be designed to provide electronic delivery of
education and training to meet needs of business and
industry for a skilled work force with priority given for

rural and inner city locations.

(b) Applicants by those entities described in
subdivision (a) for funds under this section shall be
required to provide a 50 percent match in dollars or
in-kind resources.

(c) Funds awarded under this section shall be utilized
to enhance the capacity of the state's one-stop career
centers to provide the following:

(1) Preemployment  services designed to assist
participants through skills assessment, language and basic
skill enhancement, work force training and placement.

(2) Postemployment  services providing employees
with work-based learning and skill enhancement support.

(3) Teleconferencing resources to create a
cost-effective  mechanism to assist in one-stop career
center administration, coordination, and communication
through technology enhancements including, but not
limited to, video conferencing, computer networks, and
satellite broadcasting.

14665. There is hereby created in the State Treasury
the 21st Century Smart Communities Fund. Money in
that fund shall be wused by the department, upon
appropriation, to carry out this chapter.
cited-as-the-Califernia-Werkderee-tavestment-Aet-6f1999.
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